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HOUSANDS of products sell to-day at a fraction 

of their former price because advertising has 
built up volume, and volume has lowered cost. Are 
you, as a reader of The Sunday School Times, mak- 
ing your personal purchases, as well as those for 
your church and Sunday-school, at the lowest figure 
by buying advertised goods? if so, you are 6ne of 
the many who have found the advantage of the 
cafeful reading of ‘the advertisements in these 
columns, 














Gardeners 
By Maud Frazer Jackson 


HROUGH life’s dark mysteries shines like a star 
The thought,-—-I am with God; I work with God. 

Planting and tending flowers and green sod, 

Freeing a garden of the weeds that mar, 

We help make beauty. Yet, at best, we are 

-But under-gardeners ; our part is small: 

God quickeneth with life and crowneth all. 

No rose would smile for us were He afar. 


Ye preachers, teachers, parents,— all whose goal 
Is Christ’s,—who minister to others’ need 

And strive to help faith flourish in the soul, 

Toil on in joy; your efforts mustsucceed ; 

For with you day by day and hour by houz, 

God works in His illimitable power. 








Togetherness 


No Christian can safely keep aloof from other 
Christians. God's Word specially warns us against 
“forsaking the assembling of ourselves together, as 
the manner of some is” (Heb. 10:25). Dr. John 
McNeill, in a recent sermon on the loss that_Thomas 
incurred; after the resurrection, when he “was not 
with them when Jesus came” to the Twelve, said: 
“Thomas forgot the togetherness of all - believers. 

hen our Lord said, ‘For where two or three are 
gathered together in my name, there am I in the midst 
of them,’ he reduced togetherness to the irreducible 
minimum,—two or three.’ Even the Lord Jesus, 
when he took upon himself the nature of man and 
identified himself with the human race that he might 
become man’s Substitute and Saviour, made himself 
dependent upon the blessing of “togetherness.” In 
his agony in the garden he asked three of his disciples 
to tarry near him and watch with him. They utterly 
failed him and called forth his loving rebuke, “What, 
could ye not. watch with me one hour?” They. in- 
curred loss, and our Lord incurred loss, because they 


would not give him the fellowship that he longed for 
and asked. We net do without that which our 
Lord needed, for “The servant is mot greater than 
his lord.” 
ya 


‘The Love that Counts 


Our love for God, at its best, is only a re-expres- 
sion of his love for us. “We love him, because he 
first loved us.” If we are sadly conscious that our 
love for God is not what it ought to be, let us not 
try to improve it by thinking of our love for him, but 
tather turn away from that and think of his. love 
for us. Love is the first part of the “fruit of the 
Spirit,” and the Holy Spirit can produce that love- 
fruit in our lives only as we look away from all else 
and unto Jesus. Then we shall find that the love of 
God is shed abroad in our hearts by the Holy Spirit. 
And itis the same in the matter of our love for our 
fellows: that will be what it ought to be only as we 
let God’s own love flow out through us toward them. 
“Beloved, let us love one another: for love is of God.” 
We can love our best friends as God would have us 
love them, only when we stop examining our love for 
them and praise God for his love for us. Even the 
greatest miracle of all, love for our-enemies, will come 
that way, as we realize our helplessness to love those 
who have injured us, and look away from them, and 
from ourselves, and see “Jesus only.” The love that 
counts is God’s love; it is God himself, for “God is 


love.” 
a 


Faith and Knowledge 


How can we have faith? By listening to what 
God has said. His Book, the Bible, tells us what 
he has said. We read, “So then faith cometh by 
hearing, and hearing by the word of God.” Earlier 
in that same tenth chapter of Romans we are told what 
Saving faith is, — “that if thou shalt confess. with thy 
mouth the Lord Jesus, and shalt believe in thine heart 
that God hath raised him from the dead, thou shalt 
be saved.” How are we to know who the Lord Jesus 
is?’ Seek out what God’s Word says about him, and 
believe it just because God says it. But how can we 
know that God raised Christ from the dead after he 


had died for our sins? Because God declares that this 
is a fact. Professor J. Gresham Machen of Prince- 
ton Seminary, preaching recently on faith, said: “Faith 
is not to be distinguished from knowledge: it is 
founded on knowledge of things in the past.” Some 
are telling us to-day that it matters not whether the 
history contained in the Old and New Testaments was 
exactly as recorded, even in such matters as the man- 
ner of Christ’s incarnation, his bodily resurrection, 
and the like, but that we can have faith anyway, quite 
apart from any historical facts. This is very differ- 
ent from what God tells us; he says that we must believe 
that the body of Christ was raised from the. dead if we 
are to be saved. Faith is not a mysterious, elusive 
thing, which some may have and others may not. It 
is available for all who will honestly listen to the 
Word of God and use their common sense in consider- 
ing whether God’s Word speaks the truth concerning 
certain facts. The more we make it our business to 
know what God has said, the greater our faith will be. 


x 
Controlling the Weather 


Weather control has not yet been achieved by 
man. Nor will it ever be. Considering how depend- 
ent we are upon the weather, in many respects, this 
may seem unfortunate; but it is not. Probably God 
erdains or permits great fluctuations and uncertainties 
in the weather in order to give us greater blessing 
that way. For there is, after all, a certain weather 
control that we may be sure of. It is well set forth 
in a stanza that some one has written: 

One asks for sun, an’ one for rain, 
An’ sometimes bofe together; 

I pray for sunshine in my ,heart, 
An’ den forgits ‘de weather. 


“Rejoice in the Lord alway: and again I say rejoice,” 
—that is the sort of weather God asks us always to 
have in our hearts; and he offers to maintain it un- 
interruptedly if we let him, by surrender and faith. 
For “the fruit of the Spirit is... joy.” We shall 
carry around with us a radiance of fair weather if we 
simply let the Sun of Righteousness shine, unhindered, 
in our hearts. Sunshiny heart-weather in the midst 
of outside storms is better than stormy heart-weather 
in the midst of outer sunshine, 


Flad of Abyssinia 


Wiss a picture this German missionary pre- 


sents, journeying patiently year after year 
from the hot coasts of the Red Sea, with 
camel caravans laden with Bibles, to the high- 
lands of Abyssinia. Now his entire party is all 
but buried alive in sand storms. Robbers aré a per- 
petual menace,— robbers who slit throats as well as 
rip up baggage. The roar of the lion and the snarl 
of the hyena are his nightly music. No land on earth 
is so populated with carnivores as Abyssinia. Once 
Flad faced an on-coming rhinoceros whose tusk an- 
nounced certain death, but who hesitated and turned 
tail at the sudden shout of the missionary’s voice. 
Through it all he was kept in peace and safety. An 
especial and surely miraculous interposition of the 
— Father must find place here in Flad’s own 
words : 


“In August, 1857, I fell sick and suffered many 
weeks with unspeakable pain in the teeth, which finally 
developed into a deep abscess. All the means at my 
disposal brought no relief, and my condition grew 
worse and worse. My associates and other Europeans 





The son of a poor German peasant, Johann Martin Flad, 
cut himsclf off from the world to minister the Gospel 
to the Falashas of Abyssinia, survivors of Jewish colonies 
in Egypt. The remarkable story of his sacrificial de- 
votion, which began in last week’s issue and is here con- 
cluded, is taken from the book, “Sechzig Jahre in der 
Mission unter den Falaschas in Abessinien: Selbstbiographie 
des Missionars Johann Martin Flad. Brunnen-Verlag, 
Giessen und Basel, 1922” (“Sixty Years in the Mission 
Among the Falashas in Abyssinia: Autobiography of the 
Missionary Johann Martin Flad:} Brunnen Press, Giessen 
and‘ Basel, 1922.’’) 


expressed their fear that my trouble was cancerous, 
and advised me to return to Europe. There was a 
daily discharge of some ounces of pus which weakened 
me greatly. I took my leave of the king, and traveled 
with the Coptic patriarch, in December, 1857, from 
Gondar. “Our route went through the hot Sudan, by 
Khartoun and Dongola, to Assouan. After three 
months’ travel we reached Cairo. My pain was ever 
more intense and especially violent in the cheek-bones. 
A French physician, who visited me at Dongola, in- 
vestigated the wound and declared it to be his opin- 
ion that necrosis had set in, and urged me to travel as 
quickly as possible to Paris, in order to have the 
cheek-bone removed in the clinic there. This only 
could save my life. 

“Weeping, I returned to my room and poured out 
all my griefs in prayer to my Saviour. Although I 
had prayed for months regarding my health, I_ was 
now first to experience a gracious answer. As I lay— 
in prayer before God, it was given me in wonderful 
manner, as to the woman with the issue of blood, to 
take hold on the Saviour with faith. I was able to 
believe that he would make me whole. That night 
I had a refreshing sleep. When I awoke early in 
the morning, I felt as usual of the fistula which in the 
nights filled with matter. But there was no pus for- 
mation. In astonishment I sprang out of bed, and 
went to the mirror. With tears of thanksgiving, I 
saw that my wound was healed, and cried aloud, 
‘Thank thee, dear Saviour! Thou hast healed me 
in my sleep.’ When I pressed the wound, a few drops 
of clear water ran out, and from that time on I felt 
nothing more.” ae 

During a part of its existence, the Falasha. Mission 
had to be directed by Flad from Europe by corree 
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| 
! spondence. But, thanks to the zeal of the Hebrew- 
‘Christian converts, its growth was not checked. One 
‘js reminded of the Book of Acts in reading about them, 
jeney preach in the synagogues. They declare the 
Messiah to communities that are looking for the Mes- 
‘siah, proving from the Scriptures that this is yery 
‘Christ. At Gelva Heiwot, they came on a company 
of Falashas, hundreds of men and women, bearing 
‘about on their bare necks heavy stones and crying 
‘out, “God have pity on us. Elohe! Elohe! Forgive 
ius.” The stone is a confession of sins so heavy as to 
deserve stoning. 
The, Jewish priests. present invite the traveling 
ab ‘evangelists to read passages from the Pentateuch, 
| and then to translate it into the vernacular. 
'' So they read the Messianic passages and preach 
Christ. The priests order them away, but many fol- 
‘low for further instruction. In Zorentsch, a Jewish 
\Priest quite pnconsciously paraphrases the words of 
‘Acts when denouncing the evangelists, “Children of 
‘Satan, overturners of religion, whe have corrupted 
the whole world and have come hither also.” If a 
great and effectual door was opened to these traveling 
teachers, there were certainly many adversaries, too. 
‘The king oppressed them as nonconformists; the Abys- 
\sinian church persecuted them as pseudo- Christians ; 
ithe rabbis ostracised and slandered them, the dervishes 
of the Sudan harried them with fire and sword. 
Catholics, Moslems, Jews,—all the constituent ele- 
lments for a Parliament of Religion — concentrated 
their hate on this mission. The experiences of a sin- 
‘gle leader are typical. 


‘| Paul Beru.—Beru was a weaver-apprentice with the 
‘Jewish thirst for learning, who mastered the Old 
Testament, was reader in the synagogue and known 
‘through the province af Demben as a debtera, or 
‘savant. He was the idol of the Jewish community 
until, on January 7, 1861, he listened to a missionary 
‘expound the sixty-fifth of Isaiah and the twelfth of 
Romans; This convinced him that there were to be 
no further blood sacrifices. He came again and again. 
Finally, on a memorable day in which, with Beru and 
twenty-five other Falashas, discussion went on from 
nine in the morning till sundown, Beru capitulated. 
‘The open Bible was the touchstone. Passage after 
passage relating to Messianic prophecy was debated 
from every angle. It was dark when Beru rose, say- 
ing: 
“Dear brethren, the truth has triumphed over my 
heart. It is not on our side. Moses _and our own 
prophets are against us. Christ is God’s son, the 


Messiah of Israel, the reconciliation for our sins. Our 
own Bible proves it.” 
Silently they all arose and went out. The next 


Sabbath Beru made open confession of his faith in 
Christ in the synagogue. “Our sacrifices are useless; 
they are an offense in God’s eyes. Since Christ of- 
fered himself as a sacrifice for our sins, no one can 
be saved without him.” Whereat angry cries, and 
Beru, together with those who sympathized with him, 
was bundled out of the house of prayer. 

Some days later came thirty rabbis and debtera 
(men of learning) to convince him of his error. 
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They were friendly in address, but finding him firm, 


finally gave him eight days to retract. 
they would destroy him.” 
powerful poisons. 
deathly sick. 

The missionary was called and found him apparently 

dead. “I uncovered his face, spoke to him. He was 
stiff and cold, yet I noticed that his heart still beat: 

I laid my hand ‘on him, and prayed from the depths of 

my being. Presently he opened his eyes, smiled, and 
said, ‘Are you here? Comfort my mother. Tell her 
I shall not die, but live to proclaim the works of 
God.’” He recovered and, became the leader-of the 
Falasha Mission. His bread he earned as weaver, and 
he was also a school teacher. On Saturdays, he 
preached to the Falashas, on Sundays, to the Abys- 
none Christians, declaring the way of salvation to 

th, 

A Nathaniel Soul—He was full of zeal and faith 
et humble, Flad tells us. “On the Sunday in which 

was with him in Metammah, I asked him to give 
an exposition of the third of "Romans to the thirty 
Christian Abyssinians present. I must confess that I 
never could have believed that a converted Falasha 
could give so elear and so penetrating an exposition 
of the doctrines of our faith as I then heard. He 
quoted passages from Old and New Testaments as 
if his memory were a concordance. 

“One can see from such instances,” so continues 
Flad, “what creative power the Gospel exerts upon 
men who live far from all modern civilization. The 
Gospel is unspeakably fruitful and brings forth_the 
most gracious traits. It so stamps itself on the Jew, 
that all that is unattractive passes into the background, 
and one feels oneself wonderfully drawn to such chil- 
dren of Israel as Beru. From this, one learns to be- 
lieve that the time is coming when the people of Israel 
will be beloved by all peoples of the earth. Jesus 
Christ makes all things new.” 

Argawi, a Hebrew convert and right-hand fellow- 
worker of Flad, still lives and guides the mission. In 
the March (1910) number of the Glaubensboten, he says 
that since the Falasha Mission was founded in 1860, 
some seventeen thousand Falashas, including children, 
have been baptized. Whole families have come at 
once into the church. Of these converts,.not all have 
persisted, and it is not easy to know the precise status 
of the Hebrew-Christian community. But since the 
war, German Christians have again come into touch 
with it. Argawi and his fellow-workers are laboring 
valiantly and unweariedly. 

movement of great promise has sprung up among 
the Moslems of the country. The Abyssinian gov- 
ernment is becoming more generous in its policies. 
One profoundly interesting indication of this is that 
the three sons of King Ras Taferi have been sent, in 
a United Presbyterian missionary’s care, to Musk- 
ingum College, Ohio, for an American and Christian 
education. One can believe that the words of Zeph- 
aniah are to find their fulfilment in this late century, 
and that, beyond the rivers of Ethiopia, the daughter 
of my dispersed is to bring the offering of a converted 
heart. 


t. “After that 
The Abyssinians know of 
On the tenth day Beru was taken 





Safeguarding Our Schools and Colleges 


When Christian people discover that teaching 
which is destructive of faith in the Bible is being 
given in a school or college in their community, 
what should they do? This is a situation forced upon 
Christian people in almost every community . to-day. 
“Not a theory, but a condition” is before us, and the 
issues involve eternal life and death. Tact, courtesy, 


love, and withal clear thinking, firmness, and prayer 


should all enter in, 

There has come to The Sunday School Times a 
letter written by a little group of Christian people in 
a city of the Middle West, which is such an admirable 
instance of dealing with this matter that it is pub- 
lished here, for the guidance of others, Names and 
location are omitted; there is no necessity for giving 
prominence to the particular college in question, inas- 
much as it is only one of hundreds of institutions 
where the facts are similar. The letter follows: 


To THE PATRONS AND FRIENDS OF COLLEGE: 

_ In the spirit of kindness and friendship this letter 
is sent to you, that the spiritual life of the young 
folks of College and our State Conference may 
be protected, we are coming to you for your judgment 


and help. 
Do you have a son or daughter in College? 
Col- 


Do you know that evolution is taught in 
lege? We are calling your attention to two books 
written by the head of the Biology Department, which 
have been used in the College. [The titles of the 
books are then given, with the name of a local book 
store where they can be obtained.] 

This last book was highly recommended to the 














student body by the President of the College, and every 
student was urged to secure and read the book. 





The above books teach that man evolved from the 
lower life, and this teaching now permeates, to a great 
extent, the whole student body. 

This propaganda is being ‘taught, not only in the 
et erate but by question and answer method, in the 

. C. A. and Y. W. C. A. meetings. 

= an article appearing in one of our city papers the 
teacher of the Biology Department says: “It is the 
duty of the scientist to discover natural truths, while 
it is the duty of the theologian to interpret the Bible 
in accordance with these truths.” 

While this teaching is claimed to be scientific, we 
believe that it is undermining the spiritual life of the 
students and causing them to lose faith in God, Jesus 
Christ, and the Bible, and some have lost their Chris- 
tian experience. 

Do you think that any relief will come through the 
Faculty or Board of Trustees of the College? Ask 
them, 

Do you believe in the Bible and what it stands for, 
and that God created the world and all therein? 

Are you withng that Darwin shall supersede Moses, 
the man of God 

You are vitally interested in these matters, and the 
responsibility is yours. What are you going to do 
about it? Allow it to continue, or take steps to get 
results for the safety of the young men and women 
of the College and Conference? 

May we count on you to look this matter ‘up and 
help by seeing that the delegates to the next Annual 
Conference are men who stand for God and his Word? 

We living in , being in personal touch with 
the affairs at the College, believe that you should 
know, and also believe, that the only relief for this 
will come through the ‘efforts of the patrons and the 
parents of the students and the action of the Annual 
Conference, and we suggest or request that you select 
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your next Lay Delegate to the Conference, with care 
and prayer. 

“If the schools of the land destroy the faith of the 
rising generation they will produce a generation o 
irreverent, selfish, lawless sinners. On the other hand, 
if the rising generation is trained to believe the 
Bible, to trust in the Christ of the Bible for salvation, 


to revere the God of the Bible and..remember that 


there is a day of judgment when we must face the 
records we have made, this will produce in the young 
mind a state of holy fear, of reverence, of respect for 
law, the laws made by men as well as the laws writ- 
ten in the Holy Bible.” 


Yours in the name of Christ, ————. 


ae letter embodies two or three important prin- 
ciples , 

In dealing with a matter of this sort we should al- 
ways be sure of our facts, not taking things from 
poe a but authenticating all statements we may 


Thefe should be no bitterness, harshness, 
casm in any utterances, verbal or written. ‘Clearness 
and firmness can also loving and Christian. 

It will often help, when exposing the unscriptural 
character of harmful books, to name books in the same 
field that are sound and helpful. On the subject: of 
evolution, for example, the following are valuable: 


The Other Side of Evolution, by Alexander Patterson 
(Bible Institute Colportage Association, 826 North La Salle 
Street, Chicago, $1.06, postpaid). 

Evolution, An Investigation and a Criticism, by Prof. 
Theodore Graebner (Northwestern Publishing House, 263 
Fourth Street, Milwaukee, Wis., 80 cents). 

In His Image, by William Jennings Bryan (Fleming H. 
Revell Company, New York and Chicago, $1.75). 

Evolution, What It Is, and What It Does, by Marion 
McH. Hull (Presbyterian Committee of Publication, Rich- 
mond, Va., 35 cents a dozen, or § cents a copy. 

Evolution and the Supernatural, by Dr. W. H. Griffith 
Thomas (The Sunday School Times Company, 25 cents). 

Evolution at the Bar, by Philip Mauro (Hamilton 
Brothers, Scripture Truth Depot, Boston, 75 cents). 

The Dogma of Evolution, by Louis Trenchard More, Pro- 
fessor of Physics and Dean of the Graduate School of 
University of Cincinnati (Princeton University _— 
Princeton, N. J., $3.50). 


A useful pamphlet published by The Sunday School 
Times Company (5 cents each) is entitled “Books 
that Stand for the Faith,” and lists a great variety of 
pags in various fields of Bible study and sound teach- 


in 

The Editor of The Sunday School Times will wel- 
come letters from readers telling of experiences in 
their local community in connection with unsound 
teaching in schools or colleges, and describing what 
they may have done to counteract this, and what 
results they have seen. 


or sare 


a 
The Man Born Blind 


Would you kindly explain John 9:1, 2:“And as 
Jesus passed by, he saw a man which was blind 
from his birth. And his disciples asked him, saying, 
Master, who did sin, this man, or his parents, that he 
was born blind?” 

How could the man have sinned before his birth?—A 
Toronto inquirer. 


The disciples’ question sounds like one of the hair- 
splitting inquiries that the Pharisees of that day were 
so fond of. It touched upon the relation of sin to 
bodily affliction. That the sins of the fathers should 
be visited upon the children _to the third and fourth 
generation was declared of God, in the Second Com- 
mandment. Was this a case in point, or was the man 
himself responsible for his blindness? 

Some suggest that “the Lord was appealed to as 
Rabbi to settle a_ much controverted point as to pre- 
natal sin”; that is, there was evidently a belief, in 
those days, that human beings could sin in a previous 
existence, or at any rate before birth. 

Four possible explanations have been suggested, as 
follows: 


“y, The predestinarian notion that the man was 
punished for sins which God knew he would com- 
mit in the course of his life. This is utterly unscrip- 
tural and scarcely fits the context. 

“2, The doctrine of the transmigration of souls, which 
was held by some Jews: he might have sinned in an- 
other body. But it is doubtful whether this philosophic 
tenet would be familiar to the disciples. 

“3. The doctrine of the pre-existence of the soul, which 
appears Wisdom viii. 20: the man’s soul sinned before 
it was united to the. body. This again can hardly , 
have been familiar to illiterate men. 

4. The current Jewish interpretation of Genesis 25 : 22, 
Psalm 51:5, and similar passages; that it was possible 
for a babe yet unborn to have emotions (comp. Luke 
1: 41-44) and that these might be and often were sin- 
ful. On the whole this seems to be the simplest and 
most natural interpretation, and verse 34 seems to con- 
firm it.” 


Our Lord, in his reply, showed that the disciples’ 
question had no bearing on the matter, but that the 
blindness of this man had been God’s will “that the 
works of God should be manifest in him.” Then fol- 
lowed the glorious miracle of healing. 




















Lesson for ‘May 31 
Acts 9 : 32-43 
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Dr. Fosdick’s Bible “Heightened for Effect’ 














—— 








R. FOSDICK believes the Soon records, spe- 
cially in their miracle statement and personal 
exaggerations, may be explained by the opera- 

tion of a principle he defines as “heightening,” as “ad- 
dition.” 

His proposition is that the nearer we get to first- 
hand documentary sources the fewer miracles there 
are, the farther we get away from these sources and 
get into tradition and report, the more the miracles 
multiply, become more elaborate and startling. — 

As an illustration he cites the case of Xavier. 

In Xavier’s letters and the first-hand accounts of 
him by his companions, no miracles are ascribed to 
him; but, when his biographies are written, the pages 
are literally filled with miracles, and miracles of the 
most amazing and complex sort. ' 

Dr. Fosdick applies this by calling our attention to 
certain specified statements in the Gospels. 


In Mark (assumed to be the earliest. of the Gos- — 


pels) there are no “birth stories”; that is to say, 
nothing whatever about the virgin birth. ; 

You get this in Matthew and Luke in full detail. 

In Mark, only Jesus walks on the water. 

In Matthew, Peter tries it, too. 

In Mark, a fig tree denounced 
wilted the next morning. : 

In the later record the fig tree is cursed in the 
morning and immediately withers. eo 

Mark records no other marvels at the crucifixion 
than the rending of the temple veil. ? 

Matthew adds —the resurrection of many bodies of 
the saints that had fallen asleep. : 

In Mark, at Gadara, Jesus heals one demoniac. 

In Matthew he heals two. 

Dr. Fosdick says: 

“When we compare Mark and Luke we get the 
same impression of heightened effect and added de- 
tail. In Luke, though not in Mark, are the stories 
of the virgin birth and of the angelic apparition to the 
shepherds. In Mark, where ‘one of them that stood 
by drew his sword, and smote the servant of the 
high priest, and struck off his ear,’ no miracle is re- 
corded. In Luke, however, the ear is restored — the 
only example in Scripture of the restoration of an 
amputated member.” 

Luke is especially rich in dramatic additions to 
the narrative. 

“In Mark the story of the descending dove at Jesus’ 
baptism is easily interpreted as a “symbolical descrip- 
tion of a spiritual experience, Luke makes the event 
indubitably physical —‘in a bodily form, as a dove’” 
(pp. 147-8). 

What May Be Done with “Unscientific” Miracles 


When we turn from the Synoptic Gospels and com- 
pare them with the later Gospel of John we are face 
to face with this “heightening of the miraculous ele- 
ment.” ; 

In John alone you have turning of. water into wine, 
curing of a man born blind, raising of Lazarus from 
the dead after he had been four days entombed. 

We are exhorted to consider such facts as this, 
“increasingly well known to thoughtful minds,” and 
find it evident that “we would better come to serious 
grips with the problem that is here presented.” 

We are reminded that, “In the Old Testament as 
well as in the New appears this same tendency to 
heighten marvels as one retreats from first-hand docu- 
ments.” 

In plain language, “heightening for effect,” and 
“added detail,” signify that over-zealous disciples, en- 
thusiastic biographers, like those of Xavier, wishing 
to exalt the name and fame of their Master, invented 
these amplifications, these details, and thus turned the 
Gospels into a manufactured fabric largely made out 
of the whole cloth. 

If, therefore, we are staggered, if our scientific 
sense, our modern mind, should balk at a miracle such 
as water turned to wine by fiat, or the raising of 
Lazarus four days dead, we need only to apply the 
principle of “heightening,” of “addition,” and, seeing 
in the stories the manifest evidence of invention, feel 
ourselves at liberty to reject them, not only as unsci- 
entific, without historic evidence, but as the content of 
falsified records, as unwarranted fiction. 

By this method it is evident we may easily get rid 
of some of the sayings of Jesus, sayings that are hard 
to reconcile with the proposition that he was merely 
a man, stupendous sayings in which he flatly affirms 
pre-existence and co-equality with God, claims such as 
only a fool or a madman could make if he were, in- 
deed, no more than a naturally begotten and born man. 

Admit the “heightening for effect,” the “addition 
of detail,” admit that these sayings were put into his 
mouth by exuberant, but unwise, disciples, and you are 
relieved from bearing in your mind unbelievable things, 
and at the same time deliver our Lord from carrying 
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His teachings on the Bible, Atonement, and Resurrection 


By I. M. Haldeman, D.D. 








— 








A Massachusetts reader writes: 

“am satisfied with Dr. Fosdick’s Modernism. 
The young lives changed and set on their way to 
noble Christian manhood and womanhood is suf- 
ficient warrant for the essential soundness of his 
teachings. Please discontinue the Times.” 

As you read the statements on this page which 
show what Dr. Harry Emerson Fosdick teaches on 
the Bible, the Atonement, and the Resurrection, are 

satisfied with his Modernism? Or do you be- 
ieve, with the great army of evangelical Chris- 
tians, that it is one of the most subtle and destruc- 
tive perils confronting the Christian Church to-day? 

This is the second of the articles in Dr. Halde- 
man’s series reviewing Dr. Fosdick’s book, “The 
Modern Use of the Bible,” and showing just what 
Dr. Fosdick believes and teaches about 


The Bible Immortality 

God Christ’s Cross 

Christ Vicarious Atonement 
Man Resurrection 
Miracles Christ’s Return 


Dr. Haldeman’s articles will continue for sev- 
eral weeks to come, and if you know of young 
people in college or out, ministers, teachers, or 
others who are devoted to Dr. Fosdick’s writings, 
and who cannot understand why such a man 
should be_regarded as an unsafe leader, won’t you 
make sure that they have this series? A Ten 
Weeks “Get-Acquainted” subscription to the 
Times, at 25 cents, will include the entire series 
if sent promptly, mentioning the Haldeman Series, 
to The Sunday School Times Company, 1031 
Walnut Street, Philadelphia. 








a lot of baggage that impedes, rather than impels, the 
movement of his story. 

On this basis of “heightening,” and “addition,” in- 
vention, fiction, unqualified falsehood and thoroughly 
immoral construction, we may go back and listen to 
Jesus, as has been suggested, “over the head of his 
reporters.” 

That is to say, listen to the Jesus whom our modern 
mind may conceive. 

That is to say, further :- 

Wheriever Jesus makes a claim or assertion which 
invalidates or contradicts the testimony of the modern 
mind concerning him and thus puts him in conflict 
with science and history, we are at full liberty to af- 
firm he never made any such claim, he never made 
any such assertion, the language is not his, it is the 
language of his altogether unreliable reporters, his dis- 
ciples, his untrustworthy biographers. 

On this principle of “heightening,” of “addition,” 
we may safely assure ourselves that the miracles ac- 
credited to him he never performed, the measureless 
claims quoted as his he never made. 

What a perfect weapon this puts into the hand of 
the larger minded Modernist who finds himself forced 
to deal with that fundamentalist type of Christian 
who seeks to defend our Lord’s name and reputation 
by bringing forward the testimony of his miracles and 
personal claims! No matter how eloquent a Funda- 
mentalist may wax over these evidences that Jesus 
was more than man, that he was very God, piling up 
literalism after literalism, actual quotations of Scrip- 
ture, crushing arguments, as he supposes, against all 
opponents, leaving them actually nothing to say; all 
the man who believes in the modern use of the Bible 
has to do is to restrain his own spirit, and quietly and 
calmly answer: 

“My good friend, I admire your sincerity, but it 
is based altogether upon a lack of advanced knowl- 
edge. I am under bonds to tell you that all this 
evidence you bring in behalf of the Jesus of the 
Gospels is entirely worthless, the miracles reported 
as his he never performed, and all those terrific, ir- 
responsible claims to deity he never imagined, much 
less made; they have been ‘heightened for effect’ and 
‘added’ for detail. I am sorry to spoil your oration, but 
truth and accurate knowledge demand that I speak.” 

What can a man do in face of that, a man who 
all along has believed in the integrity of the record? 
What can he do but heave a sigh, become quiescent 
and wholly surrendered before this “advanced” knowl- 
edge, and in the presence of these genii of modernism, 
“heightening for effect,” and “addition” of detail, 
watch the figure of the Jesus whom he sought to 
defend fade away into thinnest mist and finally dis- 
appear into the realm of a baseless fiction? 

Dr. Fosdick has no place for “birth stories.” 

He does not openly deny the virgin birth in this 








book, but he has put himself on record concerning 
it as a useless biological miracle. It can be accounted 
for as a story only on the ground of this “heightening 
for effect,” this “addition” for detail. 


Dr. Fosdick’s Definition of “Vicarious” in 
the Sacrifice of Christ 


Dr. Fosdick believes in the vicarious sacrifice of 
Christ. 

But he believes in it, not in the way the New Tes- 
tament textually teaches it: that is to say, Christ 
as a sin-bearer, a substitute, “made sin for us,” en- 
during death as a penalty for sin. 

He does not believe the death of Christ had any 
such character as that. 

He believes in vicarious sacrifice as illustrated in 
the act of David Livingstone, who expatriated him- 
self and gave himself up in whole-hearted surren- 
der to the savages of Darkest Africa that he might 
bring a blessing to their unillumined souls; the act 
of self-effacement that led Father Damien to cast 
his lot amid the helpless lepers, share their foul 
disease, their suffering and the horrors of their death; 
the principle of self-denial that led Florence Night- 
ingale to forego all the comfort, the ease and security 
of home, that amid the horrors of the battlefield she 
might minister to the wounded and the dying. 

You will look in vain through “The Modern Use 
of the Bible,” to find any suggestion that our Lord 
came into the world to fulfil the typical sacrifices of 
the Old Testament, or such direct prophecies as the 
fifty-third chapter of Isaiah, where he is represented 
as a lamb to slaughter led, as an ordained substitute 
bearing the iniquity and penal suffering judicially due 
to others. 

Nowhere is there a shadow of a hint that he “bare 
our sins in his own body on the tree’; or, that the 
blood of Christ “cleanseth us from all sin”; nor the 
dynamic declaration that we are “sanctified through the 
offering of the body of Jesus Christ once for all”; and 
that “by one offering he hath perfected for ever them 
that are [thus] sanctified”; no quotation of Paul’s im- 
mense statement of the motive that led to the incar- 
nation of Christ, the great objective purpose for which 
he came into the world, that clean, clear-cut state- 
ment of Paul in Hebrews 2:9: 

“We see Jesus, who was made a little lower than 
the angels for the suffering of death . . . that he by 
the grace of God should taste death for every man.” 

Vicarious suffering, the vicarious suffering of 
Christ on the cross, as Dr. Fosdick teaches it, as 
his book proposes it, must not be considered out- 
side the category of the Livingstones, the Father 
Damiens, and the Florence Nightingales. 


Dr. Fosdick Does Not Believe 
Christ Rose from the Dead 


He says so plainly. , 
“I do not believe in the resurrection of the flesh” 


(p. . 

The Scripture record declares Jesus rose in the 
flésh, so actually in the flesh that he commanded 
his disciples to handle him and see that he was not 
a spirit, a mere ghost, but flesh and bones; so actually, 
according to the record, he did what Dr. Fosdick 
confesses “puzzles” him,—he took broiled fish and 
an honeycomb, “and did eat before them.” 

Listen to the Lord’s own very words in their full 
connection : 

“Behold my hands and my feet [and why should 
he show them his hands, but that they might see the 
print where the nails went in; and why did he show 
them his feet but that they might see where the nails 
were driven crunchingly through?], that it is I my- 
self [just as they had always known him and looked 
upon him]: handle me, and see {surely handling and 
seeing signify flesh as an objective both to touch and 
vision]; for a spirit hath not flesh and bones, as ye 
see me have.” (And what is that, what does that 
mean if language has any meaning at all? What 
does it mean, what is it but the straight, authorita- 
tive, headquarters statement that he was not a mere 
spirit, an impalpable ghost, but just as he said, there 
before them in flesh, very flesh and very bones?) 

According to the record, therefore, the resurrec- 
tion of Christ was a resurrection of the flesh. 

Since Dr. Fosdick does not believe in the resurrec- 
tion of the flesh he does not believe Jesus Christ rose 
in the flesh, and as the New Testament knows no other 
resurrection of Christ than resurrection in the flesh, 
then Dr. Fosdick does not believe in the resurrection 
of Christ according to the New Testament record, the 
record which says beyond all possibility of dispute 
that he did rise in the flesh. 

Dr. Fosdick must stand convicted, therefore, ‘by 





328 * 


his own words and this record of the New, Testa- 
ment as denying the resurrection of Christ. 

Since he does not believe in the resurrection of 
the flesh both in respect to Christ and to the be- 
liever in Christ, he does not believe in the literal res- 
urrection of the Christian dead. 

It is true, Paul believed in the resurrection of the 
flesh, both the resurrection of Christ and the resurrec- 
tion of the Christian. 

He sets forth his belief in that great chapter, the 
fifteenth of the First Epistle to the Corinthians. 

Paul believed our Lord rose from. the dead in the 
body in which he died. 

He says, not only that Christ died, but that he 
was buried; thus drawing our attention to that which 
was dead—the body, and the body alone, and there- 
fore that which alone could be raised up again and 
made alive. 

His body we are told in the Gospel was in the 
grave till the third day, and it was the open tomb 
and the absence of the body that appealed to the 
disciples, and carried to them the evidence of resur- 
rection, 

Paul says after our Lord was buried: He rose 
again. 

What relation can the emphasis on burial have but 
the intensive emphasis that it was the body which rose 
from the dead, rose from the place of burial? 

If Paul does not mean he rose in the body to 
which he draws this particular attention that it was 
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buried, then Paul is guilty of playing with words and 
connection of words to deceive, 

But Paul was not trying to deceive. 

He means absolutely that Jesus Christ rose in that 
body that had been nailed to the cross, and by that 


resurrection robbed death of its power and the grave © 


of its prey. 

Indeed, the Apostle makes the bodily resurrection 
of Christ overwhelmingly important. 

He says if Christ did not rise preaching is vain. 

Deny the bodily resurrection of Christ and you 
make the preaching of Christ of no mere value than 
empty. sound, of no more value than shifting sand 
and blowing winds. 

This fifteenth chapter that has been as a Gibraltar 
of evidence to the Church of Christ in the past, the 
rock-ribbed testimony upon which many stand to-day, 
look at the silent faces of their dead, and across their 
tears get the light that shines out of his empty tomb, 
the light that breaks across those tears as though they 
were a prism, and turns the anguish of despair into 
the radiant arch of hope till it spans the grave, that 
monumental chapter_of Apostolic faith has no meaning 
to Dr. Fosdick, it can have no meaning to the stu- 
dents for the ministry who accept his lectures, and 
can have no meaning to those who would make his 
“The Modern Use of the Bible” a text-book, and 
may, according to Dr. Fosdick’s logic, be cut out of 
the Epistle without damage to the New Testament. 

(To be continued in next week’s issue) 








What happened when a great secular journal 
published the testimony of a Christian surgeon 








The American Magazine and Dr. Kelly 
By Merle Crowell 
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the American Magazine 














It was last November that the Editor of The Sunday School Times asked Dr. Howard A. Kelly for wut, later, 


proved to be his epoch-making series of articles that concluded in last week’s issue. 


Shortly after the invitation 


had gone, the American Magazine published an interview with Dr. Kelly which was one of the most remarkable 


events of secular journalism in many years. 


Neither editor knew anything of the plans of the other, and subse- 
quent events give reason to believe that God’s hand was very definitely in the whole matter. 


Mr. Crowell at the 


Times’ request now tells, from the standpoint of the secular magazine editor, something of his experience in pub- 
lishing Dr. Kelly’s testimony. 


1924, issue of the A1serican Magazine, Dr. Howard 

A. Kelly’s personal expression of religious faith, 
For some time before this article was obtained I had 
heard a great deal about Dr. Kelly’s deep religious 
convictions and his close adherence to the sturdy faith 
of his forefathers. I was strongly convinced that, 
if he could be persuaded to talk for publication, his 
words would make a deep and lasting impression on 
whosoever read them. And in this conviction I was 
not mistaken. No sooner had the article appeared in 
our pages than from all parts of the country letters 
of appreciation began pouring in. 

It is a curious fact that, in most minds, ‘physicians, 
surgeons, and scientists are classed as agnostics or 
skeptics. Therefore, when a world-renowned surgeon 
such as Dr. Kelly, a man whom American and for- 
eign scientific societies have delighted to honor, de- 
clared that his study of the Bible had literally re- 
made him, and that he had experienced a marvelous 
spiritual rebirth as a result of its daily reading, thou- 
sands of preconceived and inherited ideas were given 
a severe jolt or smashed to. smithereens, Dr. Kelly’s 
championship of “old-fashioned” religion, his unwaver- 
ing belief in the teachings of the Bible, strengthened 
and reinvigorated thousands who read his article and 
put a new foundation under their religious convictions. 

Homer Rodeheaver, whose dynamic personality has 
been coupled up with many of Billy Sunday’s evan- 
gelistic campaigns, read the article with keen interest 
and wrote to me as follows: “In these days when the 
feet of so many men seem to be slipping away from 
the path of the old-time religion of their fathers and 
mothers, it is a mighty helpful, wholesome thing to 
know of a big, professional man like Dr. Howard 
Kelly who not only believes in the old-time religion, 
but who practises and proves ‘it.” 

Mr. Rodeheaver remarked that it took courage to 
print Dr. Kelly’s article in the magazine. Other peo- 
rw made similar comment. But the printing of re- 
igious articles does not seem to me to be so much 
associated with courage as with common sense. The 
American Magazine tries to foctis, in an entertaining 
and instructive way, on the fundamental interests of 
average men and women. And certainly no interest 
is more fundamental than the religious one. Almost 
every one speculates about the meaning of life —the 
here and the hereafter — and the average normal hu- 
man being wishes sincerely to fulfill his obligations to 
the Power that controls the universe. 

From the pure journalistic angle — forgetting all 
other considerations, for the moment —religious arti- 
cles hit people “right where they live.” I expect to 
print many more of them. 


|: WAS my privilege to print, in the December, 


I firmly believe that such articles, particularly those 


written by prominent laymen, 
of good. 
fect. 


\ do an enormous amount 
In fact, it is difficult to measure their ef- 
From men professionally engaged in religious 


work one expects expressions of religious faith; it is 
the unexpected, “unprofessional” testimony that stimu- 
lates thought and promotes a great deal of spiritual 
activity. ; 

The average man—the man in the street —is not 
irreligious. He may not. profess any creed or faith, 
but pin him down to a belief or disbelief in God and 
immortality and what does one discover? Usually 
a wish to believe and a feeling that this life is not the 
be-all and end-all of existence. The trouble is that 
there is so much controversy that many folks don’t 
quite know where they stand. As one reader wrote: 
“Dr. Kelly’s article will be a great force in revitaliz- 
ing the interest of the average Christian in his religion 
and his Bible. There is so much controversy these 
days about the Bible that it does one’s soul good and 
inspires faith in the old Book to have an eminent man 
like Dr. Kelly say that he believes in it.” 

A singularly delightful and striking tribute to the 
article came from an aged man who is a member of 
an old men’s Bible class. Ninety men, some of them 
as much as eighty-four years old, were asked to read 
it by their teacher. The friendly old gentleman who 
constituted himself spokesman for the class said that 
they all got copies, read it in class and discussed it, 
and while some passed it on to other churches and 
Sunday-schools, others sent their copies to sons and 
daughters living in various parts of the country. To 
this class cf old men it was the “old-time religion” on 
which they had been brought up, and it filled them 
with joy and gladness to think that a man of Dr. 
Kelly’s calibre should hold their faith. 

Many people commented on the article through the 
medium of letters. I cannot quote their letters in 
full, but the sum total of their comment was some- 
what to this effect. “We have been fed up.on the 
thousand and one substitutes for Christianity — we 
want to get back to the old paths. We are not 
‘Modernists,’ we are not ‘Higher Critics,’ we do 
not know what all the arguments are *bout. We 
want our religion plain and understandable and work- 
able. We want the religion of the Bible and the re- 
ligion of Jesus. Please give us more articles that will 
serve as antidotes to the present religious unrest, 
which is endeavoring to undermine our spiritual life.” 

Ministers quoted the article from their pulpits, 
superintendents of Sunday-schools had it read in their 
classes, leaders of young people’s societies discussed 
it, f{. C. A’s., and many religious publications 
asked for the privilege of reprinting and distributing 
it. From an editorial point of view it was a tremen- 
dous success. It had what we call “pulling power.” 
And who can tell how far-reaching its moral and spir- 
itual effects will be? Although the number in which 
it was printed was in circulation last November 2oth, 
we are still hearing about it and confidently expect to 
continue to hear from it for many months to come. 

New York Ciry. 
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Girls’ Problems of To-day 
Discussed by Mother Ruth 








Questions for answer, and other communications, 
may be ‘addressed to Mother Ruth, The Sunday 
- School Times, 1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia. No 
mames or addresses or identity will be published in 
The Sunday School Times; and if questions are too 
personal for an answer in these columns, Mother 
Ruth will be glad to reply individually if possible, 
if return postage is enclosed. 


; Dear Mother Ruth: From time to time I have been read- 
ing your letters to girls in The Sunday School Times, and 
have found help there for me. I wish to ask for a little 
advice for my own special need. 

I am a young lady of twenty years, the daughter of a 
minister. I have been a Christian for years, and because 
of my early teachings I have been made teacher-of a very 
fine class of girls. My problem is this: These young girls, 
ages from seventeen to nineteen, although professing Chris- 
tians, are doing many things that I do not think a Christian 
should do; for example, going to the dance halls, movies, 
and keeping company with questionable young men. When- 
ever I talk to them about it they feel insulted, and say that 
they have to have a good time and that is the way to get 
it. They see that I do not do those things, but they think 
I am different because I am a minister’s daughter. There- 
fore I, of course, should live the strictest life. 

If my talking and life avails nothing, how can I ever 
teach them? I have prayed for these girls for years, and 
do I dare ask that you remember them once before God’s 
mercy-seat?—YOURS IN HIS SERVICE. 

Y DEAR TEACHER: Yes, indeed, you can ask 

me to pray with you, not once but many times, 
and I ask that every one who reads this column shall 
just stop long enough to offer up a prayer for this 
class and this teacher, that the Holy Spirit may work 
his work in their hearts, 

“Not by might, nor by power, but by my spirit, 
saith the Lord of hosts” (Zech, 4:6). You must not 
try to force things with those girls! Of course they 
are not doing what they should do, and they are do- 
ing the things they should not do. But you are giv- 
ing them the Bread of Life; you must water the seed 
sown with your tears;. you. must plant carefully, but 
only God can give the increase! You know the heart 
of your Saviour is aching. for them, and yearning over 
them, too, so do not be. discouraged, but be found 
more oft with your Lord in prayer. Oh, how can I 
emphasize more strongly? You must be found in 
prayer for them with a persistency and regularity 
that will so bring the power of the Holy Spirit upon 
them that they must yield! God will hear and answer 
you, and you can not say when, but God will give those 
girls to you if you will be faithful in the asking. 
Do not hesitate to plead and beseech God for them, 
and do not yield nor give up, and you will find “the 
fervent, effectual prayer of the righteous” will bring 
you your petition. 

Be glad that they see what a Christian should be 
in you. To acknowledge that as your father is ‘a min- 
ister you should not be worldly. and found in. these 
places, shows they have the consciousness of what a 
Christian should be.and do, so look for the time when 
they, too, will be glad to come to the standard of what 
they know is right for them as children of God. 

I wish you would send and get “The Dance,” pub- 
lished by the Protestant Book. House, 1415 Palmetto 
Avenue, Toledo, Ohio, edited by H. A. Coffman. It 
is one of the strongest leaflets on the dance, and I feel 
all who will read it will get new light on the question. 

One thing more, I want to advise you to be care- 
ful in not over-doing with your girls. You can talk 
too much about their sins and shortcomings, and turn 
them from you. Remember you must do all in love, 
and be very patient, so they may know you are their 
friend. You are expected to win them for Christ, so 
be careful that while you condemn all sin, that you 
do not harp on these things that will estrange them 
from you. I wonder if I dare to put to you an old 
saying, that may help you to be on your guard? “You 
can catch more flies with molasses than with vinegar !” 
Young people just “love to be loved,” and if they 
feel you are hurt when they go wrong and they love 
you, it will be a restraining power over them, 

God bless you and them, as you serve them, and as 
you feed them from his Word! Remember, the re- 
sults are not yours, but theré is a Harvester who will 
gather in the grain and the sheaves, so trust Aim, and 
teach and pray on! It is blessed work! 


If you were asked to describe The Sanday. School 
Times to a group of friends, how would you do it? A 
Sunday-school worker, who has been taking the Times 
for sixteen years, recently told the teachers in a local 
Sunday-school his views on what this paper is, and 
what it does. His statement was a remarkable sum- 
ming up of the distinctive features of the Times, and 
if you would like a reprint of it in leaflet form, to dis- 
tribute among your friends, you may have as many 
copies as you can thus use, free upon request, by ask- 
ing for the leaflet entitled.“After Sixteen Years,” and 

dressing The Sunday School Times Company, 1031 
Walnut Street, Philadelphia, (You may have noticed 
his article, —t was published on page 272 of The 
Sunday School Times of April 18.) 
































—— 


i 





Lesson for May 31 
Acts 9 : 32-43 


Why I Read the Bible 


By D. M. Panton, B.A. 


ECAUSE ~#t is the hugest phenomenon in the 
moral world.—If a visitor from another planet 
were to alight on our earth, the thing which 


would probably bulk largest on his vision is the enor-— 


mous Circulation of one book. Shakespeare, the pre- 
mier writer of the world, speaks.in. forty versions, in 
annual issues of a hundred thousand; the Bible speaks 
in seven hundred and twenty-five languages and dialects, 
with an output of more than twenty million every 
year. A million of the Revised Version were sold 
within twenty-four hours of its issue. What enor- 
mous power in the unseen is behind the Book? 

Because it consists of the basic documents of the 
only pure religion in the world.——The man who rejects 
Christianity without having carefully studied the Gos- 
pels is not acting fairly to Jesus Christ, and is not 
giving fair play to his own souk. “Search the scrip- 
tures,” the Lord Jesus says, “for they are they which 
testify of me” (John 5:39). The wicked man’s sole 
hope for time and eternity rests on the falsity of the 
Word of God. 


Because it was born in miracle and cradled in the 
miraculous orders of the Church—While prophets still 
spoke, while apostles could say, “Thus saith the Holy 
Ghost” (Acts 21:11), while instantaneous revelations 
were given in the Assemblies (1 Cor. 14: 30), while 
unknown tongues still abounded, the Holy Ghost ut- 
tered the Scriptures and composed the canon. “No 
prophecy [every book of the Bible is a prophetic ut- 
terance, written, as matter of historical fact, by 
prophets] ever came by the will of man: but men 
spake from God, being moved by the Holy Spirit” (2 
Pet. 1:21). 

Because it states that God is its Author—Twenty- 
six hundred times the Old Testament prophets assert 
that their words are the words of God, and the New 
Testament prophets five hundred and _ twenty-five 
times; to-prove its inspiration we have merely to ac- 
cept its truth. God would not have gone to the labor 
of inditing sixty-six books, if less would have done; 
nor could he, without creating an immense correspond- 
ing obligation on my part to study them. 

Because it reaches me even richer than it left the 
pens of Apostles and Prophets.—It comes stained with 
the tears of a million contritions; steeped in the prayers 
of myriads of saints; breathing the blessings of untold 
souls re-created by the Holy Ghost; expounded by 
giant intellects, and fragrant with the faith of little 
children; worn by the fingers of agony and death; wet 
with fresh blood from the Colosseum’s sands, or saints 
torn limb from limb—it is a Book more steeped in 
the Divine even than when it left the fingers of Apos- 
tles and Prophets. 

Because, while it humbles man’s pride in the dust, 
convicts of sin everywhere, and warns of a sure and 
eternal hell, it is the one Book universally welcomed. 
—It has been said that the Bible is proved true by the 
sins of its saints; so also it is demonstrated divine by 
its acceptance by sinners. In the words of Henry 
Rodgers, “The Bible is such a book as man could not 
have written if he would, and would not have written 
if he could.” 

Because the only logical alternative to it ts ultimate 
apostasy.—Professor Osgood, speaking at a Baptist 
Congress in Detroit, read a number of extracts, and 
said, “Are these a fair statement of the Higher Criti- 
cism?” When answered in the affirmative by the 
many Higher Critics present, he replied, “Gentlemen, I 
have been reading word for word from Tom Paine’s 
‘Age of Reason.’” When the last unregenerate critic 
has been buried in the Second Death, the Scriptures 
will stand before the Throne as the unchanging ada- 
mant of God. e 

Because it has shown me the world’s Saviour and 
given me my own.—The Bible is a corridor between 
two eternities down ‘which walks the Christ of God; 
his invisible steps echo through the Old Testament, 
but we meet him face to face in the throne-room of 
the New; and it is through that Christ alone, crucified 
for me, that I have found forgiveness for sins and 
life eternal. “The Old Testament is summed up in 
the word ‘Christ’; the New Testament is summed up 
in the word ‘Jesus’; and the summary of the whole 
Bible is that Jesus is the Christ” (Bishop Pollock). 
“IT can never doubt,” says Mr. Spurgeon, “the doctrine 
of plenary verbal inspiration; since I so constantly 
see,.in actual practise, how the very words that God 
has beer pleased to use—a plural instead of a singu- 
lar — are blessed to the souls of men.” 

Because it is the bedrock on which all the early 
Christian writers rested as final and infallible —Chrys- 
ostom, “Great is the precipice and deep the gulf that 
opens before ignorance of the Scriptures: it is this 
that has caused heresies; it is this that has led to 
profligate living.” Augustine, “Who knows not that 
the authority of Scripture is such that no question 
can be raised whether what is found therein is true 
and right.” Jerome, “These things which they invent 
without the authority of Scripture the sword of God 
smites.” 

Because my character as a saved soul will be dwarfed 
and crippled without an assimilation of the whole 
Book.—The Lord Jesus says that every doctrine is a 
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seed, to produce its own peculiar fruit when dropped 
into the soil of an honest and good heart (Luke 8: 


_ 11); therefore if I refuse the seed, and as I refuse 


each seed, that peculiar fruit becomes impossible to 
my character forever. And as the yard measure in the 
Royal Exchange is the standard by which all others 


are measured, so my whole discipleship will be judged 


by the New Testament; so it is the ambition of my 
life to make the one conform to the other. “The 
word that I have spoken, the same shall judge him 
in the last day” (John 12: 48). 

Because I love it with all my heart—“How love I 
thy law!’ (Psa. 119:97.) All that I am and have 
that is good I owe to it. “Have you a Bible?” an old 
widow in London was once asked. “Have I a Bible? 


O3e7 


What should I do without a Bible?” she replied. ‘It 
was the guide of my youth, and it is the staff of my 
age; it wounded me, and it healed me; it showed me I 
was a sinner, and it led me to my Saviour; it has given 
ae through life, and it will give me hope in 
eath. 


Within this awful volume lies 

The mystery of mysteries; 

Happy they of human race 

To whom God has given grace 

To read, to fear, to hope, to pray, 

To lift the latch and force the way; 
And better had he ne’er been born, 
Who reads to doubt, or reads to scorn. 


NorwicuH, ENG. 








Seven doctrinal truths disclosed by 
this ‘psalm of the heart 








The Shepherd Psalm 


By H. E. Wheeler 














HREE Psalms of David,—of which this is 

the second,— stand together in a trilogy whose 

common theme is the Divine Shepherd. All are 
Messianic, this not less than the others. Psalm twenty- 
two is the “Good Shepherd,” giving his life for the 
sheep (John 10:11); Psalm twenty-three is the 
“Great Shepherd,” caring for the flock (Heb. 13: 20, 
21); Psalm twenty-four is the “Chief Shepherd,” com- 
ing again in glory (1 Pet. 5:4). The first has been 
fittingly called “The Psalm of the Cross”; the 
second, “The Psalm of the Crook”; the third, 
“The Psalm of the Crown.” 

If the twenty-third Psalm is the lesson from the 
Old Testament, the fourteenth of John will be the 
lesson from the New Testament. When we can join 
the Psalmist in his testimony of perfect trust we 
can follow the Apostle in his prayer for the fulness 
of grace (Eph. 3). : 

On a lyre fitted with the strings of our poor human- 
ity, and drawn taut by discipline, God improvises the 
song of ages. How its music thrills the reverent 
spirit, and it is sweet even to the soul not yet twice- 
born, though the words are in an unknown tongue. 

It is a Psalm of grace. Under law the sheep died 
for the Shepherd; under grace the Shepherd dies for 
the sheep (Scofield). So preoccupied is the Psalmist’s 
soul with the greatness of the Shepherd’s love that 
he does not think of personal service. What a deli- 
cate test of true devotion! Too often our love is 
so cumbered with service that we do not value as we 
should the abiding Presence. But service succeeds 
companionship (Mark 3:14). The Shepherd’s pe- 
culiar interest is the care of his sheep (John ‘15 and 
21), not their eagerness to reciprocate his care. In- 
deed the heart-hunger of Jesus is for the love of his 
disciples, for their personal companionship and con- 
fidence (John 15:15; Luke 10: 39-42). 

Have you learned yet to value the compulsions of 
grace? “He maketh me to lie down in green pas- 
tures.” Must we stop and rest when we have hardly 
begun the campaign of faith? Yes, and often; and 
God may not divulge his purpose at the time. Con- 
flict may be far more preferable than inactivity, but 
the tender Shepherd insists that we draw apart and 
rest (Mark 6:31). His yoke is a yoke of rest! And 
remember that the sheepfold is a resting-place only 
during the night, or when the weather is inclement. 
Indeed, it is not safe for sheep to be in the fold 
unless the Shepherd is there—for it has no door but 
Himself (John 10:9). The sheep must “go out” to 
find pasture. And the true rest is beyond on the 
tablelands, where perhaps wolves are prowling near, 
but in the midst is the vigilant Shepherd himself with 
club in hand (v. 4). Hence the Shepherd “thrusts 
forth” (John 10:4) his own from the grassless and 
unguarded sheepfold, and goes before them—not one 
lamb is left behind. (See Luke 10:2, R. V.) 

The “Syrian Shepherd” does not believe there is 
any break at the imagery at verse five. The prepared 
table is the thicker grass of the little tablelands, beaten 
up to rid them of serpents. At evening when the sheep 
are sheltered for the night the thoughtful keeper stands 
with a cup of water in one hand to learn whether 
all the lambs were watered with the flock, and a cup 
of ig the other to “anoint” those that are bruised 
or sick. 

It has been suggested that this Psalm of the Heart 
is packed with doctrinal values. And perhaps it is, 
because the great fundamentals of revealed religion 
are so intimately and unconsciously interwoven in its 


texture that it holds priority in the literature of Chris- 


tian experience. May we venture then to explore this 
mine? 

The Incarnation—The distance between the Shep- 
herd and the sheep in their natures suggests the dis- 
tance that separates a fallen race from a holy God. 
But as the Shepherd literally identifies himself with 
the sheep, bearing all their needs, so the Son of Man 
took upon himself our-nature, and spared not him- 
self for our sakes. The mystic name of the incarnate 
God — Immanuel —is the Psalmist’s comfort: “I will 
fear no evil; for thou art with me.” 


Providence.—Every verse in this wonderful Psalm 
rolls back, like a sonata, on its original theme, and 
that theme is the Providence of God. Everything is 
provided: food and drink; healing and correction; rest 
and refreshment; comfort and companionship; guid- 
ance and defense; redemption and life. “I shall not 
want— ANYTHING!” In one word the content of 
heavenly provision is exhausted. “The young lions do 
lack, and suffer hunger; but they that seek the Lord 
shall not want any good thing.” 

Sin.—An enharmonic Providence filters through the 
harp of David. But those major chords in-every meas- 
ure phrase also every combination of human failure. 
Sin creates the wants of all that Providence must sup- 
ply. And so this Psalm is not an angels’ chorus; nor 
can it.be a song which the morning stars sang together 
ere sin stripped from life its every good; it is a song 
of deliverance, a new song, praising God for sins 
forgiven, needs supplied, and rest provided. It sings 
of wrongs that are righted, and mercy granted, sorrow 
turned into joy, and darkness converted into light, of 
enemies discomfited, earth ruled in righteousness, and 
death swallowed up in victory. 

Atonement.—‘He restoreth my soul.” Here is re- 
demption. I am told that in the East the law con- 
cerning a lost or strayed sheep is that the finder must 
exact a price before restoring it to its owner. How 
helpless the sheep! How perfect the redemption of 
the Shepherd (1 Pet. 1:18, 19). 

Resurrection—“Through the valley of the shadow 
of death.” The Shepherd knows how much better is 
the pasturage on the other side of the deep gorge. 
Death and the shadow of death are not the same. 
We may experience the shadow, but he alone has 
tasted death. And to us he becomes the “resurrection 
and the life.” With Christ we walk in newness of 
spirit on the other side of death! What matters a 
fleeting shadow? No darkness can obscure him — our 
ever-present Guide (John 8:12). If death is de- 
feated and only a shadow remains—pass on. “The 
path of the just is as the shining light, that shineth 
more and more unto the perfect day” (Prov. 4: 18). 

The Holy Spirit—“Thy rod and thy staff, they 
comfort me.” Severe may be his discipline, but his 
comfort faileth never. Should the Shepherd have to 
strike the disobedient sheep and break his leg, he will 
come at last to trust the shepherd’s care; he will lie 
in his bosom and feed from his hand. Compare Rev- 
elation 12: 5 where the verb “to rule” means “to shep- 
herdize” —he will shepherdize them with a rod of 
iron, 

Life Eternal_—The final chord of an eternal sym- 
phony! “I will dwell in the house of the Lord for 
ever.” How secure the sheep in the care of the Shep- 
herd! “Neither shall any pluck them out of my hand” 
(John 10:28). And compare Matthew 25:46, and 
Revelation 22:5). 

Conway, Ark. 


Chafer on the Bible’s Great Doctrines 


R. CHAFER is one of the great Bible teachers 

of America to-day. His books are standard text- 
books on their respective themes, such as “Salvation,” 
“Grace,” “True Evangelism,” “The Kingdom,” “Satan,” 
and “He That Is Spiritual.” He is President of the 
Evangelical Theological College of Dallas, Texas, 
and now writes every week for The Sunday School 
Times on the Whole Bible Lesson Course in the Great 
Doctrines, issued by the Christian Fundamentals As- 
sociation. This series will continue until the close 
of the year, and offers a rare opportunity to every 
reader of The Sunday School Times to take the equiv- 
alent of a Bible Correspondence Course in the foun- 
dations of our faith. Pastors will find the material ad- 
mirable for mid-week meetings or a series of Sunday 
sermons. Adult Bible classes, and younger classes as 
well, can make the studies the occasion of lasting 
work in Bible study and teaching. 
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| The Victorious Life | 











The Evidence of God’s Hand 
on America’s Keswick 


A® A prominent Christian business man walked 
about the grounds of Keswick the other day, after 
an absence of nearly three years, he exclaimed, “It is 
wonderful, wonderful. God’s hand has truly been upon 
Keswick and upon the Victorious Life Testimony.” 

It was not so much the great things which had been 
accomplished in these past three years, but the way in 
which they had been accomplished which moved his 
heart with deep emotion and with praise to God. The 
record of this past year, alone, is so filled with mani- 
festation of God’s power, his Spirit’s workings, and 
his faithfulness, that “one cannot help praising him as 
the testimony is given. 

This time last year the auditorium foundations were 
only just begun, the new dining-room extension to the 
Raws Memorial hardly started, and Victory Hall was 
far from completion. No money was in sight for 
even simple furnishings for Victory Hall, for the din- 
ing-room, or for the auditorium, including the need 
of a good piano. The road into Keswick was still 
poor, and much of the grounds needed to be improved 
before the conferences, 

We need not tell you that the Lord wonderfully met 
the Council in all these great needs and many others, 
but we wish you might know and see how he brought 
each blessing about. 

But the greatest in the blessings of this past year’s 
work has been the blessed spiritual results — the trans- 
formation and salvation of so many lives in addition 
to the renewed physical strength and vigor of many 
needy Christian workers. The conferences of last 
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summer were beyond words to describe, and the pro- 
gram for more conferences this coming summer brings 
even greater possibilities. 

The needs of Keswick are pressing just now, and im- 
portant material work should be done at this time in 
preparation for spiritual victories later. Will you pray 
that the urgent needs here listed may be fully supplied? 


To complete the prayer room 
To complete the Auditorium 
To complete the interior of Victory Hall ............... 500 
To complete the dining-room 


sidebskebes Veeesasureveubes 500 
WOE ~ TON MINE. cc vcccae yee ssca0ees edad 085% ba gicede 200 
HOP OC WOCEr BOGUS isi eins ccccececcsocccvsdcaeusnsesaccs 500 


To complete sewage disposal system 
To complete bath houses 
Or QUES, aiaivetscsvecerdvevetes 
MOE GODOUPIE! 1h ces herscenevecrcdcrencdivscusevgepinnsee 
For row boats for the lakes 

For a much needed electric dish washer 


Gifts may be sent to B. F. Culp, Treasurer, 80 Staf- 
ford Building, 1114 Chestnut Street, Philadelphia. 


be 
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Calendar of Conferences 


Keswick, N. J., June 22 to July 6~—Atlantic City 
Y. W. C. A. Group. 

Keswick, N. J., July 18 to 26.—Victorious Life Conference. 

Knowlton, Quehec, Can., July 27 to August 2.—Victorious 
Life Conference. 

Keswick, N. J., August 1 to 9—Annual Institute of 
Young People’s Union, Atlantic Conference of German 
Baptist Churches of North America. 

Linwood Park, Vermilion, Ohio, August 10 to 16.—Vic- 
torious Life Corference. 

Keswick, N. J., August 22 to 30.—Victorious Life Confer- 
ence. 


Full information as to the above Conferences may 
be had by addressing the Victorious Life Testimony, 


80 Stafford Building, 1114 Chestnut Street, Philadel- 
phia. 








How a live Home Department accomplishes 
real things for the Master 








When Home Department Reports Were Read 


By Jennie M. Day 














Is your Sunday-school fortunate enough to have an active Home Depestment ? This article tells of some of the 


unusual ways in which the Home Department of the Sunday-school of the Church of the Open Door, Los 


Angeles, 


serves the school, the church, and the community. A helpful booklet both for those who would organize this work 
and for experienced workers is ‘* The Home Department of To-day,’’ by Mrs. Flora V. Stebbins, to be had from 
The Sunday School Times Company, Philadelphia, at 60 cents. 


partments in the United States is, I believe,-that 

of the Sunday-school of the Church of the 
Open Door in Los Angeles, Cal. Its work is varied 
and it is accomplishing real things for the Master. 

The excellent reports received at a recent get-to- 
gether meeting of the workers give an idea of the 
extent and character of the work. The following 
are excerpts from some of the reports. 

An enthusiastic Visitor said: “I thank the Lord for 
seeing fit to use me in this work. It always gives me 
joy to see the ladies seem so happy when they see me, 
as most of them are shut-ins. They feel complimented 
when they see that some one is interested in them. 
This work opens the way for us to bring the joy and 
comfort of the real Gospel of Christ into the homes.” 

A lady who has been especially successfully in se- 
curing new members reported: “I get them on the 
car, I get them on the street, I get them in the park, 
I get them on the beach. Not so very long ago I 
was in the city, and going down to the station I talked 
with a woman and secured her for our Home De- 
partment. Then when I got on the car I found an- 
other one who signed the application card. I always 
have a good testimony for our study periodical. And 
so I get members whenever I have a chance.” 

Another lady told how she tries to get a hearing 
at the door. “We have to use all ways and all means 
to get an opening. If I see a child in the yard, I 
usually talk to the child first. If there is no one out- 
side, I rap at the door. I usually make some remark 
to the mother about the child. That is one of the 
best ways to get a hearing. If there are no children 
in sight, there may be pets or even flowers as a 
point of contact. At one place a landscape gardener 
was at work. It was a beautiful sight. I had quite a 
conversation with him. I usually start by saying that 
I have a magazine with religious reading matter, and 
I do not tell what it is for a little while. I try to 
find out if religious reading is acceptable, and if so, 
I feel sure my way is clear. I tell about the Sunday- 
school lesson. I say: ‘If you have children going to 
Sunday-school you will undoubtedly want these won- 
derful comments on the Sunday-school lessons.’ I 
also say that the lesson is the International lesson. 
Sometimes they say they haven’t the time. Then I 
say: ‘You will have to take time to talk to God and 
let God talk to you. You can get this half-hour a 
week by taking odd moments during the day. I do 
that way myself.” 


Or of the largest and most efficient Home De- 


One faithful worker said that her Home Depart- 
ment work was a by-product, because she is really out 
afternoons after children for Sunday-school. “So it 
is very easy for me. I follow the child to his home, 
and in that way I get the open door. I always walk 
in as if I expected to be received. I tell them that I 
have the International Sunday School Lesson, the same 
that the child will have in*the Sunday-school. I tell 
the mothers that they can study the lesson with the 
child. I also tell them that there is a nice little story 
that they can tell the child during the week. I do not 
find it hard work at all.” 

There were reports from the jail workers; first, 
from one who goes to the women’s department of the 
county jail. “First,” she said, “I want to say: ‘Praise 
the Lord that he counts us worthy and gives us an op- 
portunity to go to the jail.’ Christian Scientists had 
the day — Thursday — but the Lord opened the way 
so that the Church of the Open Door secured that day. 
We have not kept any record, but I can say to you: 
‘I praise the Lord for what we have beea witnessing 
there.’ We can see the Holy Spirit working in the 
hearts of the girls, and many have professed Christ. 
This has been such a comfort to us: ‘My Word 
shall not return unto me void.’ Besides those who 
have professed to serve the Lord, many have been 
greatly helped.” 

Then followed the report from the women’s depart- 
ment of the city jail: “I praise God for letting me have 
a part in the work. Thursday afternoons ten of us 
meet for fifteen minutes of prayer before we start 
out, because we realize that of ourselves we are noth- 
ing and that we must have the preseace of the Holy 
Spirit with us. The jailor lets us in through the big 
iron doors. Over one door is the motto: ‘In God is 
our hope.’ First, we go into the unsentenced depart- 
ment. There we see c-ils on both sides of the halls. 
We try to get the ¢ ‘ts into one room where there 
are some tables and few books on the tables. It 
is so hard to get the , irls in there, but last week we 
prayed so definitely 1 it the Lord would help us to 
get them together, and when we got there we found 
they were locked in. The matron said some of the 
men had been working in the hall, and the girls had 
to be locked in there; but we felt that it was a direct 
answer to our prayer; especially, when we noticed that 
the girls were let out again as soon as we were through. 
Yesterday it seemed as if we were going against a 
stone wall, but we all began to pray, and He brought 
the girls into the little room, and four very definitely 
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accepted the Lord as their Saviour. We always have 
special music —a solo or a duet or both. 

“From this department we go across the hall into 
the sentenced department. That is a large room, with 
the single cots along the sides. At one end is the 
piano. It is wonderful what a remarkable change 
there has been in these girls in. the eleven months I 
have been working there.” 

There were brief reports from men who work in 
the men’s department in each of the two jails. 

The worker among the Spanish-speaking people said: 
“We are not able to use the regular periodical, be- 
cause my people do not read English. We are fur- 
nished with quarterlies printed in Spanish. In the dif- 
ferent families where I have distributed these quar- 
terlies, they praise them so highly and get so much 
help from them.” 

One of the special Visitors to the shut-ins re- 
ported: “I always get in and I always find them at 
home. Last month I visited a lady who is entirely 
blind, but a more happy woman, trusting in the Spirit 
for everything, it would be hard to find. I saw a 
nice washing out, and asked if she took in washings. 
She said: ‘No, we just love to be clean.’ The next 
shut-in was very weak spiritually —so different from 
the other. She had never heard her own voice in 
prayer. By encouraging her and giving her the Word, 
we had prayer together, and she prayed. Her son, 
about twenty-three years of age, came in and glso 
gave himself to the Lord. Another woman has been 
on her back for twenty years. She was just lying 
there; but, oh, so happy—no complaint. She had 
written over a hundred and fifty letters and two hun- 
dred and twenty-two postal cards. She cannot hold a 
pen; but she says she sticks the pen between two of 
the crooked fingers, and the angel guides the pen. An- 
other one will be ninety years old at Christmas time. 
She lives entirely alone. She was praising the Lord 
and knew the Word of God. It is not a hard task 
to see the shut-ins.” 

The superintendent of a Boys’ Home told about his 
work. His boys are all members of the Home Depart- 
ment. “Every boy that I have in the home has come 
in from the juvenile courts. Our work is called pre- 
ventive or corrective work. I have one little boy 
five years of age, who, from the things they tell me, 
seems to be on the way to a criminal life. But I find 
he only repeats the things he has heard, and he is 
rapidly forgetting them. We read the Word of God 
every morning, and we have the Sunday-school les- 
son. Each boy has a Testament, and has it at the table 
every morning. On Sunday we have the quarterly, 


and the papers furnished us by the Home Department.”” 


There was a report from a worker in the County 
Hospital. “At present we have only twenty-three 
Home Department members in the County Hospital. 
Many seem to be without God and without hope; but 
they are willing to study the Sunday-school lesson; 
so there is hope. They tell me their stories and some 
ar: very sad, but I am able to point them to the 
Friend who loves them and the Father who is will- 
ing to bring them into his household. One night I 
was asked to see a man who was. an infidel. When 
I had finished, he said: ‘That fellow in the next bed 
will be glad to see you.’ He was a Portuguese. I 
gave him a Pocket Testament League Testament, and 
he signed the front page. After reading it through, 
he signed the back page, showing his acceptance of 
Christ. There is also a Seventh Day Adventist, who 
thoroughly enjoys thee magazine.- A Roman Catholic 
is an earnest member of the Home Department. 
There is another member—a young woman — who 
became a Christian after entering the hospital. She is 
earnestly working for the Lord and has won several 
souls for him.” 

_There are twenty members in the Children’s Hos- 

tal, twenty in a home for girls, twenty-five in a 

lorence Crittenton Home, fifty in a Spanish school 
for girls, and forty in another girls’ sehool. 

There are many home classes for. children who are 
unable to attend the regular Sunday-school, and these 
classes are under a special superintendent. 

Lewiston, IpAnHo. 








From a Layman’s Greek Testament 
By Ernest Gordon 














a no man beguile you of your reward (Col. 
2:18). 
ATABRABEUETO is literally to cheat you, as 
an umpire, brabeus, might, out of the prize you 
have really won. 


For a great door and effectual is opened unto 
me, and there are many adversaries (1 Cor. 16:9). 


_ And there are many antikeimenoi, lying in wait or 
intrenched opposite me. 


And without him was not any thing made that 
was made (John 1:3). 


And apart from him was not one thing oude hen, 
made that was made. 


New Hampton, N. H. 
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Lesson for May 31 
Acts 9 : 32-43 
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LESSON 9. 


MAY 31. PETER AT LYDDA AND JOPPA 


International Uniform Lesson.—Acts 9 : 32-43 
Golden Text.—And they went forth, and preached everywhere, the Lord working with them, and confirming the word by the signs that followed.—Mark 16 : 20 














The Lesson as a Whole 


By Howard A. Banks, Litt.D. 


The Rev. W. Graham Scroggie, of Edinburgh, Scotland, 
whose ministry in writing ‘The Lesson as a Whole"’ has 
meant so much to readers of The Sunday School Times, 
has been obliged by ili health following an operation to 
lay aside all literary work for afew months. Dr. Banks, 
himself convalescing from a severe operation of last year, 
has graciously responded to the Times’ request to furnish 
this article until Mr. Scroggie is able to take it up again, 
and readers willfind rich and unusual illumination from 
Dr. Banks’ study. May we all keep these two men of God 
in our prayers, that God's hand of healing and empower- 
. ing may be upon them both, 


Foreword 


I UKE, under the Spirit’s inspiration, uses the 
same plan as many novelists adopt, in leaving 
one important character and taking up another 

for a chapter or two. Let some member of the class 

illustrate how Dickens has done this. Luke is get- 
ting under way so as to tell how Peter introduced the 

Gospel to the Gentiles. 

The Historical Setting 
How did it happen that Peter found churches at 

Lydda and Joppa? Since Lydda was on the road from 

Azotus to rea, we are carried back in thought to 

the evangelization of that section by Philip (Acts 8: 

40). Doubtless he preached there when he went 

through “all the cities.” And when Paul, as we saw 

in the last lesson, was brought down to Czsarea (Acts 

9: 30), he, too, we may well believe, was not slow in 

preaching wherever he found opportunity, ere he made 

his way to Tarsus. 

The Expository Meaning 
Verse 32.—As Peter went throughout all parts. Peter 

was certainly heeding the Lord’s last words to him, 

and he was seeing that the sheep and the lambs were 
fed. The oversight of the churches is vitally impor- 
tant, and all the denominations provide some way for 
it. One great trouble to-day is that so many of the 
overseers themselves need overseeing. This section of 
the Acts of the Apostles is made up of the acts of 

Peter. The saints that dwelt at Lydda. This city 

was the “Lod” of the Old Testament (1 Chron. 8: 12; 

Ezra 2 +333 Neh. 7:37; 11:35). It was situated in 

the fertile Plain of Sharon (v. 35). Before the de- 

struction of Jerusalem it was the seat of a famous 

Jewish school, and the son of Gamaliel, Paul’s famous 

teacher, was its presiding official, Lydda was rebuilt 

by the Romans after the destruction of Jerusalem and 

was called Diospolis, the city of Zeus or Jupiter. 
Verse 33—A certain man named Aineas, who had 

kept his bed eight years. This is a Grecian name and 

indicates that the bearer of it was a Hellenist or a 

Grecian Jew. Dr. Plumptre wonders if “the fame of 

Virgil’s poem made the name of the Trojan hero 

known even in the plains of Palestine?” If Luke was 

as careful of details in his practise of medicine as he 
is in his recording of history, he was surely a good 
physician. His professional accuracy is to be noted 
in his stating the exact number of years of the pa- 

tient’s illness. Notice similar details in Acts 3:7; 9: 

18; 28:8. It is said the word used for “bed” in this 

passage indicates poverty on the part of AEneas, as it 

is the word to designate the couches of the poor. 
Verse 34.—Jesus Christ healeth thee. Peter is care- 
ful to see that the credit for the miracle is rightly 
laced> He will allow no assumption of any power 
in himself, but when he does this miracle just as great 
as those done by the Lord himself, he follows the 
Lord’s method. 


Verse 35.—And all ... turned to the Lord. There 
was as remarkable a revival in Lydda as the result of 
this miracle as there was in Samaria under the preach- 
ing of Philip when it is said that “the people with one 
wa ey gave heed unto those things which Philip spake” 


Verse 36.—At Joppa acertain disciple named Tabitha, 
which by interpretation is called Dorcas, The word 
Joppa means “beauty,” and it has been for millen- 
niums the port of entry into Palestine. A railroad 
now runs direct from there to Jerusalem. It was an 
ancient Philistine city, and originally belonged to the 
tribe of Dan (Josh. 19: 46), and the cedar and mate- 
rials for Solomon’s Temple were shipped there to be 
transported to Jerusalem, and there Jonah booked 
passage to Tarshish when the Lord told him to go to 
Nineveh. It is not a harbor of quiet waters, and this 
doubtless aided the pirates who made it a point for 
plundering at the time of this lesson. Jaffa, as it is 
now called, is still the principal port of Palestine. 
Both the Aramaic word “Tabitha” and the Greek 
word “Dorcas” mean “gazelle,” and this poetic name 
must indicate that the bearer had at least in her youth 
been a woman of great beauty. That she had the same 


Devotional Reading; Isaiah 55 : 1-7 ‘ 
Primary Topic: Two Wonderful Things that Peter Did. 


Lesson Material: Acts 9 ; 32-43. 
Memory Verse: Jehovah is gracious and merciful.—Psa. 
Itt 34. 


Junior Topic: The Story of Two Miracles. 
Lesson Material: ‘hets 9 : 32°43. 
Memory Verse: James 1 : 27. 
Intermediate and Senior Topic: Two Great Miracles. ” 
Topic for Young People and Adults: The Place of Miracles in the 
Spread of the Gospel. 











32 And it came to pass, as Peter went throughout all 
parts, he came down also to the saints that dwelt at 
Lydda. 33 And there he found a certain man named Aineas, 
who had kept his bed eight years; for he was palsied. 34 
And Peter said unto him, AZneas, Jesus Christ healeth 
thee: arise, and make thy bed. And straightway he arose. 
35 And ail that dwelt at Lydda and in Sharon saw him, 
and they turned to the Lord. 

36 Now there was at Joppa a certain disciple named 
Tabitha, which by intepretation is called 1 Dorcas: this 
woman was full of good works and almsdeeds which she 
did. 37 And it came to pass in those days, that she fell 
sick, and died: and when they had washed her, they laid 
her in an upper chamber. 38 And as Lydda was nigh unto 
Joppa, the disciples, hearing that Peter was there, sent 
two men unto him, entreating him, Delay not to come on 
unto us. 39 And Peter arose and went with them. And 
when he was come, they brought him into the upper cham- 
ber: and all the widows stood by him weeping, and show- 
ing the coats and garments which Dorcas made, while she 
was with them. 40 But Peter put them all forth, and 
kneeled down, and prayed; and turning to the body, he 
said, Tabitha, arise. And she opened her eyes; and when 
she saw Peter, she sat up. 41 And he gave her his hand, 
and raised her up; and calling the saints and widows, he 
presented her alive. 42 And it became known throughout 
all Joppa: and many believed on the Lord. 43 And it 
came to pass, that he abode many days in Joppa with one 
Simon a tanner. 


1That is, Gazelle. 


American Revision copyright, 1901, by Thomas Nelson & Sons 








name in two languages seems to indicate co-operation 
between the Hebrew and Hellenistic branches of the 

Church at that place. Full of good works. This is a 
famous phrase of Luke—“full of’; “full of lep- 
rosy” (Luke 5:12); “full of grace,” and “full of 
wrath” (Acts 19:28). Good works and almsdeeds 
count for nothing as a way of winning salvation, but 
on this side of faith in Christ they count a great deal, 
and here is an evidence of the practical Christianity in 
the early Church. 

Verse 37.—When they had washed her, they laid 
her in an upper chamber. Bodies decomposed rapidly 
under an Oriental sun, but the faith of those Chris- 
tians at Joppa was profound, strengthened no doubt 
by news of the healing of AZneas, and by other won- 
drous works which had come to their ears. They de- 
~— to keep the body, and send urgent summons to 

eter. 

Verse 38.—Lydda was nigh unto Joppa. The dis- 
tance was nine miles. 

Verse 40.—Peter put them all forth. Peter’s re- 
membrance flashes back to the raising of Jairus’ daugh- 
ter (Matt. 9: 23-25), and he follows the Lord’s ex- 
ample as nearly as possible. The occasion is too seri- 
ous for any possible curiosity. Tabitha, arise.— 
Dr. Plumptre cannot resist the suggestion that Peter 
must have noted the change of only one letter in the 
words he spoke and the words that Christ spoke, 
“Talitha cumi’ (Mark 5:41). Peter’s confidence as 
seen in this verse indicates an assurance beforehand 
that his prayer had been answered. 

_ Verse 42.—Many believed on the Lord. The empha- 
sis is again put in the right place. Peter claims no 
inherent power to do the miracle, and the result is 
that he provokes faith on the part of many in the Lord. 

Verse 43.—He abode many days .. . with one Simon 
a tanner, This trade was considered by the Jews as 
defiling, possibly through the touching of the carcasses 
of dead beasts. It was said to be a ground for di- 
vorce, if the tanner hid his profession from his bride. 
But God was smashing caste with the Gospel. It 
was a step up for Peter into the business to be trans- 
acted later for God and man in Cornelius’ house. 


The Homiletical Form 

The Spirit Seals the Push-on with the Gospel by 
Two Stupendous Signs 

1. A man saved from the semi-death of palsy (vs. 
32-35). 

2. A woman’s dead body receives back its soul (vs. 
36-43). 
The Topical Values 


Greater works than these shall ye do. Why are 
these miracles recorded just at this juncture? They 


speak like a voice from Heaven of God's approval 
of the carrying forward of the Gospel to the utter- 
most parts. They are greater than any heretofore 
performed by the Apostolic Church. The power of 
the Gospel is enhanced the farther it goes. Dr. North- 
cote Deck, of the Solomon Islands, now visiting Eng- 
land on furlough, says that in leaving these former 
cannibal islands with their high standards of morality, 
where the converts have not yet lost their first love, 
and in coming to the homelands with their crime-waves 
and apostasies, he feels that he has left a Christian 
land for a visit to civilized heathendom. 


Has the Age of Miracles Ceased?—Why do we not 
see nowadays stupendous miracles, like the raising of 
the dead, and others, such as characterised the Apos- 
tolic Age? While many of us cannot believe that it 
is invariably God’s will to heal, nevertheless God can 
and does often heal many sicknesses, but rarely if ever 
the opening of blind eyes or the restoration of a 
crushed limb. Let us get the answer to the question 
above from Mr. Scroggie, for whose complete restora- 
tion from his operation for appendicitis so many of 
us are praying, and for whose return to this column 
we are all so eagerly longing. Mr. Scroggie has 
written : 

“The first ten or twelve years of the Church’s his- 
tory were irregular ,.. it was a transition period ... 
a new age was being inaugurated ... its inauguration 
was accompanied by extraordinary signs ... and, that 
transition period past, there is no further repetition 
of these happenings, as the Epistles by their silence 
serve to show... 

“During that transition period the dead were raised 
to life. Are they still being raised? It is claimed 
that they are, but it is an utter delusion. During that 
period, prison doors were opened, and the servants 
of God were set free. Has such a thing ever been 
heard of since the last Apostle died? During that 
period handkerchiefs or aprons that had touched the 
body of St. Paul were instrumental to the healing of 
diseases and the casting out of demons. Are these 
means available still? We are told they are, and that 
thousands have been healed by means of handkerchiefs 
sent to them. This is a case of claiming to do, not 
only all that the Apostles did, but more, for this form 
of = was ‘special’ even to St. Paul (Acts 10: 
$2). 5 ci. cs 

“Manifestations of the Spirit, therefore, were for 
a definite purpose, and for a limited period. The 
working of miracles, the visits of angels, the general 
speaking with tongues, and other signs were for that 
transition period only, and when the purpose for which 
they were designed was accomplished, they ceased to 
operate as evidential signs. The conclusion, then ... 
is briefly this —that the extraordinary manifestations 
of the Spirit during the Apostolic Age, manifestations 
which were clearly evidential, served the purpose of 
inaugurating the Christian dispensation, and were then 
withdrawn.” 

When the Lord Healed—Peter said . . . Aeneas, 
Jesus Christ healeth thee.” The contrast between the 
miracies of Peter and his Lord emphasizes the unique 
sonship of God belonging to Jesus Christ. Peter 
gave the Lord the praise. The Lord himself, without 
prayer and with majesty, commanded, “take up thy 
bed, and walk,” and the sick obeyed (Mark 2:09; 5: 
41; John 11:43). In the case of Tabitha, Peter 
prayed, but the Lord restored the widow of Nain’s 
son, and the daughter of Jairus without previous 
prayer, and in the raising of Lazarus, he thanked the 
Father beforehand for what was about to be done. 

True Religion—“‘The widows ... and... the coats 
and garments” (v. 39). James tells us that part of 
true religion is to visit the widows and the fatherless. 


The Practical Aim 


Are we not to expect that God will attest our work, 
as we carry the Gospel out to uttermost parts, with 
supernatural signification just as really as he did nine- 
teen centuries ago? Yes, but chiefly with the equally 
as great miracle of the transformed and transfigured 
human life. Let Mr. Scroggie answer again: “We 
have a right to expect much from him who indwells 
us, but what it is that we may expect must be deter- 
minded, not by us, but by Scripture. And what does 
Scripture say? That the fruit of the Spirit is tongues, 
shakings, visions? No, but what is much more 
sober, and of considerably greater utility — ‘the fruit 


of the Spirit is iove, joy, peace, longsuffering, kind-. 


ness, goodness, faithfulness, meekness, self-control.’ 
And the result of the fulness of the Spirit is set out in 
Ephesians 5 and 6, in the form of a model home.” 


Final Word 


_ Is God getting the use of us to raise any from death 
in trespasses and in sins? 


NARBERTH, Pa. 


— ema 
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Questions for Teacher and Class 


The method of providing these questions is an unusual 
one, and accounts for their variety, stimulus, and search- 
ing character. They are written by several members of 
The Sunday School Times staff,— Dr. Banks, Professor 
Ellis, Mrs. Hatton, Mrs. Askew, Mr. Smith, and the 
Associate Editor of the Times, Mr. Lane. Have you 
tried assigning some of the questions to different mem- 
bers of your class, and letting them see whether they 
can discover the answers as given in the following 
issue? 


HAT promises had Jesus once made to Peter? 
2. How were fulfilled in Peter’s 
life? 

4. Show the evidences of Peter’s remarkable growth in 
frace and in likeness to his Master. 

4. How many miracles are recorded as wrought through 
Peter? What were they? 

5. What miracles were wrought for Peter in his own 
life? 

6. What indications are there that Aeneas was one of the 
“saints”? 

7. What Scriptures show that “saintship” was or was not 
a condition in the healings by Christ and the apostles? 

8. Why cannot failure to be healed to-day be rightly 
blamed upon the lack of faith of the sick one? 

9. From what part of our lesson do we learn that there 
is no distinction between male and female disciples? 

10. What miracle was clearly in Peter’s memory as he 
taised Dorcas to life? 

11. If Peter spoke to Dorcas 
likely, he said, “Tabitha, cumi.” 
Christ did it closely resemble? 

12. Who seem to have been the chief mourners at Dorcas’ 
death? 

13. Where else beside in the raising of Dorcas do we 
read of one of the apostles exercising resurrection power? 

14. What resurrection besides that of Dorcas caused many 
to believe on the Lord? 

15. In the two miracles performed by Peter recorded in 
this passage, what features show Peter’s utter lack of 
self-complacency and utter dependence upon the power of 
God,—the secret of his effectiveness? 

16. What details does the physician writer of Acts give 
about these two miracles worked through Peter, that 
remove any reasonable question as to their reality, and 
show that he and the other disciples understood them to be 
supernatural works of ? ; 

17. In what historical books of the Bible are miracles 
recorded? 

18. Would it be possible to cut out the miracles re- 
corded in the Old and New Testament, and still have a 
connected historical narrative? 


these promises 


in Aramaic, as is most 
What utterance of 





Answers to Last Week’s Questions 


The answers to the lesson questions of the preceding 
week are given on one of the later pages of this issue. 


The Busy Men’s Corner 


By William H. Ridgway 


The Instrument of Love.—The coats and garments 
Dorcas made, while she was with them (v. 39). In 
our Rock Run Sunday-school some years ago, | under- 
took to illustrate the studies in Acts by simple object 
lessons from the desk. For example, the lesson that 
had “I perceive thou art in the gall of bitterness 
(Acts 8:23), was illustrated by allowing certain of 
the “rough necks” a chance to “swipe”, some candy 
which was really chocolate covered quinine lozenges | 
One of the boys said the following Sunday, “I can 
taste it yet.” I illustrated this lesson which came the 
following Sunday, by giving every boy and girl a 
needle and thread, a piece of cloth, and a button. I 
had them all to sew. When the fun subsided, I tried 
to show them what wonderful things just a little needle 
could do, —lovely garments of silk that the needle of 
the Chinese woman made so exquisitely beautiful ; 
wonderfully wrought initials upon the linen of the 
bride. I showed them how this insignificant instru- 
ment ‘which, when lost, is so hard to find in a haystack 
or out of it, is the greatest little thing in all the world 
for expressing love. In this same little Rock Run 
mission Sunday-school where all work for wages, one 
of my touching studies is to note the neat patches upon 
the children’s clothes. There were eight children, of 
a family where the father, a farm laborer, made $1.25 
a day. Oh, Mother Dorcas, what a woman, what a 
woman! (And I would like to note in passing that 
all those children are prospering to-day.) Here in 
our lesson to-day is another of those needlewomen, the 
very fountain head of the whole river of them, that 
has been flowing down the centuries and which will 
continue to flow so long as Love shall sit on her Chris- 
tian throne. In former lessons, attention has been 
called to the significant words, “while she was with 
them.” Lots of love is wasted up at the cemetery. 
The market is overstocked with what may be called 
“might-have-been-love.” Just suppose the fine ladies 
who spend so many hours bridge-whisting, and the 
like, should hunt up the old frames, get some of that 
whatcha-may-call-it kind of stuff, and the cotton fill- 
ing, arid go to old-fashioned quilting for the widows. 
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Then maybe there will be some one to really care 
when my lady “goes West.” 


Miracles.—And many believed on the Lord (v. 42). 
“Many of the Jews... believed on Jesus,” says John 
12:11. Where were these believers along about the 
time of the crucifixion? “Neither will they be per- 
suaded, though one rose from the dead.” Miracles, 
especially stupendous miracles, do not seem to have 
been so overwhelmingly convincing. The disciples had 
probably seen a hundred of them, but you remember 
how they all forsook him and fled. A bread multi- 
plier, a water walker, an eye opener, a dead raiser 
could fade out through a mob or the police (Luke 4: 
30; John 10:39). Perhaps we have the answer to 
the old recurring skeptic question, “Why does not God 
perform some of his miracles nowadays if he is so 
very desirous that folks should be Christians?” One 
answer could well be “No use.” As has been said, 
when it came to the supreme moment with the men 
who had lived three years with daily miracles of the 
most amazing character, they all went to pieces. Any 
mere miracle-converted man would also go to pieces 
in the great testing hours of his life if his faith was 
based upon miracles alone. Yes, no doubt many be- 
lieved at the Dorcas raising, but it probably didn’t all 
last. Many believed at the Billy Sunday meeting, but 
what has become of many of those trail!-hitters? Did 
they really believe? Never forget the significant 
prayer of Mark 9: 24. 

CoaTESvVILLE, Pa. 


A number of Sunday School Times readers and friends liv- 
ing in Great Britain have inquired if the writer of the Busy 
Men’s Corner, Mr. William H. Ridgway, ever expects to 
visit Great Britain. They will be glad to learn that Mr. 
Ridgway is now planning such a visit, and expects to ar- 
rive in London, on Friday, May 29 for a brief stay. Mr. 
Ridgway is interested in seeing some of the English Sun- 
day-schools, and any Sunday-school workers who would 
like to secure his services for Sunday, May 31, may be 
assured of a rich blessing from his ministry. He may be 
addressed at the Hotel Cecil, London, on and after May 29, 
and will be glad to meet any friends and readers of The 
Sunday School Times. 
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This Week’s Teaching Principle 
By Charles Calvert Ellis, Ph.D., D.D. 


Vice-President and Professor of Education at Juniata College 





Tue Law or INTEREST.—An object is of inter- 
est either through instinctive appeal or through 
association with an object already interesting. 











‘ba which is novel in its appeal, especially any- 
thing miraculous, is always of interest, also that 
which concerns self-preservation, hence whatever has 
to do with healing, since so many stand in need of 
healing in some form. When, in addition, there enters 
in the element of mysteriously supernatural, the ap- 
peal is naturally strengthened. In the circumstances 
of the lesson we have all of these naturally interest- 
ing conditions sufficient to induce not only the inter- 
est of those who witnessed the miracles performed by 
Peter, but the interest as well of the class to whom 
the lesson is to be taught. The interest of the class 
will undoubtedly be such as to raise at least the silent 
question as to why such miracles may not be per- 
formed to-day. The teacher will do well not to meet 
such a question testily or hastily. It will pay to give 
it serious thought beforehand, because such a ques- 
tion is usually not idle curiosity, and the many forms 
of religion which to-day claim healing power make 
it a pertinent question. It seems clear that there is no 
surer way than this for a sect to call attention to 
itself, just because this law of interest in that which 
has a natural or instinctive appeal is everywhere oper- 
ative. The teacher who has studied the subject most 
thoroughly will be slowest to deny that even in our 
own day God has miraculously healed. Yet, the conjunc- 
tion in the lesson of a resurrectioi miracle so close 
to the miracle of healing, wrought through the same 
human agent,—a condition which has never existed 
in connection with modern instances of healing, natu- 
rally raises the question whether the circumstances are 
not different to-day from what they were in the apos- 
tolic day. 


HuntTInopon, Pa. 








Lesson Calendar 


The complete list of International Uniform Lessons for 

the year may had from The Sunday School Times 

Company, 1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia, at 10 cents 
a copy, or $1 a dozen. 


5. May 3.—The Benefits of Total Abstinence, Daniel 1 : 1-20 
6. May 10.—Philip and the Ethiopian Treasurer 


Acts 8 : 26-39 
7. May 17.—Saul Becomes a Christian ....... »--Acts 9: I-19 
8. May 24.—Saul Begins His Great Career ....Acts 9 : 20-31 
9. May 31.—Peter at Lydda and Joppa ......... Acts 9 : 32-43 


10. June 7.—Peter’s Broadening Vision, Acts 10:1 to 11-218 
11, June 14.—The Church in Antioch ..........Acts 11 : 19-30 
12, June 21.—Peter Delivered from Prison ......Acts 12: 3-24 
13. June 28.—Review 


MAY 16, 1925 


The Illustration Round-Table 


LL readers are invited to send illustrations for this 
department; one dollar is paid for each illustration 
accepted, and two dollars for the best one each week. 
But readers are urged not to send anything without first 
securing and reading carefully a leaflet explaining the 
conditions of this department. The full list of lessons for 
the year, with this leaflet, will be sent for ten cents in 
stamps. Failure to note the conditions means that good 
illustrations are constantly having to be rejected by the 
editors, which might otherwise be available. 
Illustrations must reach The Sunday School Times three 
full months in advance of the date of the lesson. 


Preference will be given to illustrations on that portion 
of the lesson text indicated in the lesson list after the 
word “Print.” 


Illustrations on other verses than the Golden Text are 
cooueny desired, though some on the Golden Text are also 
n 


Not Far Enough.—Walking in the fear of the Lord 
(v. 31). A man once said to me, “If I have got on 
the bottom step of Heaven, that is-all I want.” I said, 
“Is it all that God wants?” He had never thought of 
that, but he began to think of it, and it changed his 
whole life. Let us never be satisfied with anything 
short of God’s best.—From E. N. Moore, in Keswick 
— Sent by W. Haslam, Blackburn, Lancashire, 

ng. 

The Wrecked Man’s Reply.—Who had kept his 
bed eight years; for he was palsied (v. 33). Long 
ago, a class of medical students were being taken 
through the wards of a hospital. The professor was 
showing them a strange case, a man wrecked physi- 
cally and morally, a. broken fragment of humanity. 
The professor said in Latin, “Let us try the experiment 
on a worthless body.” But the patient was an old 
university man, and understood the remark not in- 
tended for his ears. He arose in bed, and answered 
back, “Pro hoc corpore vili Jesus Christus mortuus est” 
(For this worthless body, Jesus Christ has died).— 
From Christian Work. Sent by Mrs. M. Watts, Nor- 
bury, London, Eng. 


To a Fed Sheep.—This woman was full of good 
works and almsdeeds which she did (v. 36). Here 
was the Christianity of the Apostolic age — faith that 
showed itself by works. The new minister was ac- 
costed by one of his parishioners who was fat and 
sleek and evidently self-satisfied: “Pastor, I hope you 
will feed the sheep.” Whereupon the new pastor re- 
plied, “My dear brother, you do not need food; what 
you need is exercise.’—From the Record of Chris- 
tian Work. Sent by Mrs. M. Watts, Norbury, Lon- 
don, Eng. 

Where Was the Halo?—She fell sick, and died 
(v. 37). There is a legend told of a man whose quest 
in life was to find some one with a halo. He peered 
anxiously at all the people he passed in the street, to 
see if any of them possessed the light of the halo 
about their heads. He traveled far and wide, into 
fresh lands and new cities, and ever his eyes wan- 
dered in search of that halo he was longing to find. 
He grew old and gray, and his desire was still un- 
gratified. And then one day his dear wife and help- 
mate died — the one who had faithfully, lovingly served 
him all these years—and as the man stood looking 
at her lying there so still and white, lo! he saw the 
halo for which he had been searching all his life — 
From the Sunday Circle. Sent by J. A. Clark, Eliand, 
Yorks, Eng. Prize illustration. 


Was She Sinking ?—She fell sick and died (v. 37). 
A _ Welsh lady, when she lay dying, was visited by her 
minister, He said to her, “Sister, are you sinking?” 
She answered him not a word, but looked at him with 
an incredulous eye. He repeated the question, “Sister, 
are you sinking?” She looked at him again as if she 
could not believe he would ask such a question. At 
last, rising a little in her bed, she said, “Sinking! 
Sinking! Did you ever know a sinner to sink through 
a rock? If I had been standing on the sand, I might 
sink; but, thank God, I am on the Rock of Ages, and 
there is no sinking there."—From C. H. Spurgeon. 
Sent by J. A. Clark, Elland, Yorks, Eng. 


Wireless.—Peter . . . kneeled down and prayed (v. 
40). A schoolboy, keen on wireless telegraphy, saw 
a book advertised called “Wireless Messages,” and 
sent for it. To his disgust he found it was a book on 
prayer. But he read it, and began to wonder if he 
could use this kind of wireless also. He tried, and re- 
ceived such wonderful answers, that his whole attitude 
toward religion changed. To-day he is one of the 
keenest curates in the East of London.—From an ad- 
dress by G. R. Balleine. Sent by W. Haslam, Black- 
burn, Lancashire, Eng. 


Shaking Hands?—And he gave her his hand and 
raised her up (v. 41). A story with an always 
timely peint is told about the Army’s founder, says the 
New York War Cry. Once in a Salvation Army paper 
there was a picture of a lifeboat full of Salvationists 
on a rough sea, in which were many persons drowning. 
In the boat sat the General reaching out a hand to 
pull one of these people into the boat. A grandchild 
picked up the paper, studied it for a moment, and then 
said: “Is grandpa trying to get that feller into the 
boat, or is he just shaking hands with him?” The work 
of saving souls is more than “shaking hands”; it means 
putting forth desperate effort to rescue people from 
real danger, and holding them with sympathy and cheer 
— “rescuing the perishing’ and bringing them safely 
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Lesson for May 31 
Acts 9 : 32-43. 


to the fold:—From the Epworth Herald. 
7 by W. J. Hart, D. D., Sandy Creek, 
¥. 


What “Tanner” Meant.—<And it came 
to pass, that he abode many days in 
Joppa with one Simon a tanner: (v.. 43). 


An old :rabbi has written, “The -world | 
cannot dd’ without “taritiers, but woe’ unto | 
How. invet- | 


that man who is a tanner!” 


erate must: have been the prejudice against | 


this occupation! The house of the tanner 
was always at the east end of the town. 
There is wonderful suggestion in the 
statement that Simon’s house was “by 
the sea-side.” The Jews pushed the tan- 
ners out as far as possible; they would 
gladly have pushed them all into the sea. 
They hated tanners. To get a Jew, who 
had never eaten anything common or un- 
clean, to lodge with a tanner, was a mir- 
acle of miracles, the supreme conquest 
of Christ—From Dr. Parker. Sent by 
W. R. Clark, Redruth, Eng. 


From My Greek Testament 
By Ernest Gordon 


ae it came io pass, as Peter passed 
throughout all quarters (v. 32). 
Rather as he passed through all (the 
churches), that is, the churches of Judea 
and Galilee and Samaria spoken of in the 
preceding verse. He had on him “the 
care of all the churches” as Paul. 


This woman was full of good works 
and almsdeeds (v. 36). In John 1:14, 
the Word, made flesh, is described as 
pleres, full, of grace and truth, Of Him 
only could this be said. Grace, divine 
mercy, is an attribute of: God alone, and 
truth is his revelation to men. Barna- 
bas was pleres, full of the Holy Spirit 
and faith (Acts 11:24); and Dorcas was 
pleres, full of good works and almsdeeds. 
The gifts of the Spirit were distributed 
to each severally. 


New Hampton, N. H. 
we 


From the Platform 
By Philip E. Howard 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Lord Jesus, 
how wonderfully thy tender love and thy 
resources of power and life are offered to 
those who are in need. Those of us who 
have professed thy name are ashamed to- 
day when we remember how often we have 
worked in our own strength, and with so 
little fruitfulness! May we realize that thy 
will and thy power go together, and that we 
who love thee when we are in thy will, may 
count upon thy power. We pray that thou 
“wilt lead us in thine own way and equip 
us with thine own resources*to the end, 
‘that thy name may be glorified and thy 
work in the world accomplished. In thy 
dear name. Amen. 


After the Lesson.—Have you ever 
seen a man sick with the palsy? Long 
years ago a little boy went fishing with 
his father on Lake Champlain. An old, 
old man who. helped with the boat was 
sick with the palsy. He was not bed- 
ridden, but he was pretty badly off. His 
hands shook so that he could do nothing 
but the coarsest work, and his hands 
could hardly take hold of anything. How 


sorry that little boy felt for him. That’ 


boy, who has since then learned some- 
thing of the Lord Jesus’ wonderful re- 
sources and power, can imagine what it 
would have meant to that old, old man to 
have his poor, shaking hands quieted and 
steadied, and his whole body relieved of 
the trouble. But the poor fellow whom 
Peter was enabled to help was ‘worse off 
than that. When -the power of God 
touched him, he rose,— well, how soon 
did he rise?) Yes, immediately! What 
a glorious. freedom ‘it is that God gives 
when he touches any of us at the point 
of any need! And it isn’t the trembling 
or paralysis of palsy that’ he deals with 
alone, but death itself springs to life with 
open eyés and erect form at his touch. 
Are you troubled to-day by a sin that 
brings a: flush of shame to your mind 
when you think of it? Is there deadness 
in your soul? Well, Christ’s power is 
crowding upon your life even now, be- 
seeching you to open the doors of your 
will to let him work in you what js well- 
Pleasing in his sight. Will you do it? 
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Would you really be alive in the truest 
sense? Then give your life over to him, 
and he will do all that is needed. Let us 
pray. 





THE CALL RISE 
THE ANSWER ROSE 


| BY WHOSE POWER ? 








we 
Lesson Hymns and Psalms 


“Channels only.” 

“The King’s highway.” 

“O Zion haste.” 

“Since the fulness of his love came in.” 
“The King’s business.” 

“Do something for others.” 

“I will sing the wondrous story.” 


(Titles listed below, and numbers in par- 
entheses, refer to the headings and numbers 
of songs in the metrical psalm book set to 
music, including also some other parts of 
Scripture, “Bible Songs No. 4,” published by 
the United Presbyterian Board of Publica- 
tion, Pittsburgh.) 


“Lord, Bless and Pity Us” (142 : 1-3). 


Psalm 67 : 1-7. 
“He Remembers Mercy” (197 : 1-3). 
Psalm 98 : 1-9 
“Thy Comfort, Lord” (17a: 1, 2). 
Psalm 86 : 1-12. 


“Pr: ise His Name” (140 : 1-4). 
Psalm 66 : 16-20. 
“He Helped Us” (27 : 1-3). 

Psalm 16:1, 2, 5-11. 


For Primary Teachers 
By Mrs. Eleanor B. Hatton 


T WILL be interesting. to have a lit- 

tle review of Peter’s life. Perhaps the 
children can recall some incidents in his 
life. 

Peter was a fisherman, and when Jesus 
called him to be a disciple, he said that 
if Peter would follow him he would make 
him a fisher of men. His name at first 
was Simon, and Jesus changed it to Peter, 
which means a Rock. One sad day in 
Peter’s life he had denied his Lord, but 
now we find him bold and steadfast in 
telling others of the love of Jesus. He 
was becoming a Rock. Then Jesus gave 
power to love and help people; this is 
how he became a “fisher of men.” 

After Peter had preached a long time 
in Jerusalem, he went out on a preach- 






























“A man is seen traversing a broad 
omy , Hearing a commotion be- 

ind him,he turns to behold a lion 
€‘karma’”’or fate)following hard after 
‘a 6 him. __ In terror he flees, only to 
ha find his path intercepted by anim- 
s ble chasm. How to escape he 
Sy nows not, but seeing the lion al- 
_ 6p rmost upon him,he quickly seizes 
a 6 two slender vines( the cords of Hife) 
“a 6s that grow in the side of the chasm. 
Me 6 His feeling of safety is short-lived, 
however, for, glancing downward, 
he sees the yawning jaws of a drag- 
on@cath) waiting to receive him. | 
Imagine, though, the climax of his 

r upon his catching sight of 

two rats gnawing away at the 
vines, the one white (day) the 
other black (wig4v). Such: is human 
life!” 

From a sermon by 
ported by e Japanese 





Buddhist priest, re- 
Christian worker. 











ing tour, as evangelists do now. While 
he was out he went to a place called 
Lydda, and there he heard of a. poor 
man named Aéneas, who was so palsied 
that he could not hold himself steady 
enough to walk about, and he had stayed 
in bed eight years. Perhaps Aé=neas 
thought that he would never walk again. 
But one glad day, Peter went to his house 
and said to him in a cheery voice, 
“7Eneas, Jesus Christ maketh thee whole: 
arise, and make thy bed.” All at once, | 
the shaking ceased, and Afneas felt strong | 
and steady, He got up and walked out | 
into the sunshine and fresh air, and saw | 
the birds and flowers. He was so glad 
to be well. When people saw him walk- 
ing about, strong and happy, they came 
to hear Peter preach, and great crowds 
believed in Jesus and were saved. 

While Peter was at Lydda he received 
a message to come at once to Joppa, a 
city not far away. He went, and found 
the people in great trouble. Dorcas, a 
friend of the poor and needy, was dead. 
We do not know much about Dorcas, 
whether she was rich or poor. We do 
not know whether she had any near rela- 
tives to grieve over her death. But we 
do know that she had loved and helped 
the widows and the fatherless, and they 
wept over her death, The widows showed 
Peter the nice garments she had made 
for them while she was with them. 

Peter sent them all out, and kneeled 
down and prayed. He knew that he could 
not help them, but he had a mighty 
Friend at the right hand of God, who 
had promised to do whatever was asked 
in his name. Peter knew he could depend 
on this Friend to do what he had prom- 
ised, so calling Dorcas, he told her to 
rise, and gave her his hand. God sent 
life into the cold, lifeless form, and 
Dorcas sat up. 

The good news soon spread all over 
the city that Dorcas was raised from 
the dead. And many people were saved. 
Peter had become a “fisher of men.” 

Let us be careful to show the children 
that this power that Peter used was not 
a kind of magic that he possessed. He 
had power “to catch men” only as he 
walked with Jesus. 

Let us sing: 

And he walks with me, and he talks with 

me, 
And he tells me I am his own, 
And the joys we share as we tarry there, 
None other has ever known. 
Cuirnton, S. C. 





The Lesson Cartoon for This Week 
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Say, Fellows— 
Wade C. Smith’s Boys’ Class 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 


Beginning: A big job in little hands. 

Discussion: What are the things that 
smother a fellow’s ambition? Physically? 
Socially? Financially? Morally.? Spirit- 
ually? What is the highest ambition? 
What is the first step toward realizing 
it? Next step and the next? 


Objective: Seek ye first the kingdom 
of God and his righteousness, and all 





these things shall be added unto you.” 

















AY, fellows, there’s no need for one 

of you to live a little life, and to- 
day’s thought brings you Peter to prove 
it. Not that Peter’s hands were small, for 
I doubt not they were big and brawny 
and strong; but that big fisherman was a 
child in many respects when Jesus called 
him on the shore of the lake, saying, 
“Follow me and I will make you a real 
fisherman.” Peter was little; he was lit- 
tle in his lack of education, no doubt; lit- 
tle in his lack of self-control; little in 
his narrow conception of the things, es- 
pecially the big things Jesus had in mind 
for him to do. When viewed in the light 
of his taking the leadership in the great- 
est world movement that was ever started, 
he was utterly insignificant. Yet there 
was a spark in Peter — just a tiny spark 
—that recognized in Jesus Christ one, 
whom to follow would lead out into some- 
thing higher and better than he could 
imagine. That same spark had made 
Peter feel that life held something better 
for him than to be a dumb, drab fisher- 
man all his days, and deal with nothing 
except the things he could feel with his 
hands and see with his eyes and taste 
with his mouth. When he saw Jesus and 
heard his voice, Peter recognized his fu- 
ture Master and the little spark in him, 
which is not culture, not riches, not phys- 
ical strength nor smartness of any kind, 
but is the “wisdom which is from above,” 
said to Peter: “Drop everything else and 
follow Him!” And Peter obeyed the “still 
small voice within him,” left all and fol- 
lowed Jesus. 

Fellows, you have as good a start as 
Peter had—if you are listening. As I 
write, a large part of the Christian world 
is preparing to celebrate the birthday of 
Fanny Crosby. Little! Oh, how little was 
little Fanny! Losing her eyesight at six 
years of age, she seemed to be hedged 
in—sealed up—to a narrow, helpless, 
profitless existence. It must have been 
harder, because all her life she could re- 
member how wonderful it was to see. 
Yet Fanny Crosby had that same tiny 
spark which refused to be confined, and 
which insisted on connecting with the 
vision of God —the Light of the World, 
She wrote more than six thousand hymns, 
many of which are familiar songs all 
over the world, and some of which have 
been the direct means of leading others, 
perhaps thousands, to Christ. 

es, in just four short years, Peter 
finds himself in the lead of the great 
movement which is to subdue the world 
to Christ; Peter the burly, sea-browned 
fisherman, who dealt with slimy nets and 
smelly fish and the small change of the 
market, all day and sometimes all night 
to little avail—and the best of his luck 
but yielding a living — an existence. Now, 
four years later, how different! Peter 
moves in the highest of real society — 
not the shallow, bridge-playing, dancing, 
spendthrift, pleasure-loving idlers, but 
among those who are finding and follow- 
ing the things which satisfy the soul 
having an eternity to live. Peter mov- 
ing abroad among the groups of Christ’s 
followers who are beginning to form the 
Church; Peter directing, counseling, 
helping, correcting, inspiring. Peter, 
with the sympathy caught from his Mas- 
ter, using the Master’s divine power to 
heal, to quicken into vigor and fruitful- 
ness the paralyzed, palsied folks; to bring 
back the dead to life! How about that, 
fellows, for a big job in little hands? 

Well, I say it again, you have as good 
a start as Peter had, if you are ready to 
stop a moment in the whirl of your activ- 
ities, and look at Him standing there, 
calling —calling your name; and if you 
are willing to listen and hear what He 
would say to you. Then do what He 
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says, — He supplying the Power, |. 
Fellows, the sky only is the limit! 
Greensporo, N. C. 


Your Class of Girls 
By Mrs. S. H. Askew 








How the Lesson is Taught This Week 


1. Two lives to live! 
2. What are you doing with your first 
one? 











6] WISH I'd lived in those old days!” 
“I don’t, but if I could choose I 
would love to have lived when —.” Did 
you ever hear girls talking together in 
some such strain as that? Begin your 
lesson to-day by asking your girls to an- 
swer this question, “If you could choose, 
when would you choose to have lived?” 
After a bit of fun over that, remind them 
that none of us can so choose, nor has 
any soul in all history ever had such a) 
choice offered, but that our Bible tells 
us of two little boys, one little girl, two 
young men, and one woman who were | 
given two lives to live in this world — 
were brought back after death to live 
again, here, and in the old “natural” way. 
Now set them thinking about another 
question: “What kind of life did this 
woman, of whom we study this week, 
live—that first life that ended in the 
death that brought Peter from Lydda to 
Joppa?” The record in Acts is very sig- 
nificant, if brief, Even her name — given, 
as names usually were among the old He- 





Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 


By Wade C. Smith 
Author of “ The Little Jetts Telling Bible Stories” 
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Acts 9: 32,33. 
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' given to the church as her first one had 


life he gave her, — those ways which had 
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brews, for its appropriate meaning — in- 
dicates her gentle life, “full of good ac- 
tions and of charitable practises” (Mof- 
fatt). She had dedicated her one wo- 
man’s gift, skill, with her needle, to the 
needs of others, in the name of her Mas- 
ter— for she “was ...a disciple,” as 
Luke clearly tells us. She was probably 
the least conspicuous person in the little 
town, but how she was missed when she 
died! . Notice, too, that her new life was 


been — “and, after calling the saints and 
the widows he presented her to them 
alive” (Moffatt). She was raised to 





serve again, and the very raising was 
itself a testimony to her Lord’s power, 
both through Peter’s manner of doing it 
(so like Jesus’ own, he must have re-, 
membered Jesus raising the little daugh- | 
ter of Jairus) and because when it be- | 
came “known throughout all Joppa, .. .! 
many believed in the Lord” through it. | 

2. Now go back to that first question | 
over which your girls probably. thought : 
half in jest. It is not so serious a mat- | 
ter when we live as how we live, Set | 
each girl to thinking of this question, “If 
God should give me the same second life 
that he gave Tabitha, would my pres- 
ent life be worth living over again, as 
hers was?” For she, evidently, went 
right back to the same sweet and quiet 
ways of serving her Lord, in the new 


made her such a blessing to her whole 
community. Help them find the things 
that were not in Tabitha’s life, and the 
things that were; and then to see that 
such things are wholly possible for each 
one of them, however obscure her place 
and humble her talents. Help them see, 
above all things, that the secret of this 
life God thought worthy of being lived 
over again was in her discipleship, so 
that all her services of love and mercy 
were done in the strength and the love 
of her Lord. 


Home Study 
Read, this week, Mark s: a1- and 
Luke 8: 40-56, to find out ee . & in 
ping Sy mind, when he raised Dorcas back 
0 life. 


Decatur, Ga, 
te 


Last Week’s Questions Answered 
(On the Lesson of May 24) 


1. The narrative is: connected, 
explanation of the change in Saul. 


a Very patiently. God encourages our 
honest questionings, which seek information. 

3. Galatians 1311-24 contains Paul’s own 
statement of his exact movements following 
the revealing of Jesus Christ (“his Son’) 
to him in the hour of his conversion. 

4. If it be read immediately after Acts 9 : 25 
it will account for what occurred between 
Paul’s escape from Damascus and his first 
visit. to Jerusalem as a believer in Jesus as 
the Christ. It parallels Acts g : 26-30, supple- 
menting Luke’s outline of the events of that 
period, 

gs. “And straightway he preached Christ” 
(Acts 9 : 20). 

6. See Galatians 1 : 15-17. 

7. In 2 Corinthians 1 : 32 and 33. 


8. Those of Rahab and the spies, and of 
David when Michal assisted him (Josh. 
a:i-1g; r Sam. mm, 12). 


9. Because he confounded them and proved 
that Jesus was the Christ. This condemned 
them, either individuaily or as a nation for 
putting their Messiah to death (Acts 9 : 22). 


10 The Jews who had rejected Christ re- 
jected his disciple, and tried to kill him also. 


11. When Saul left Jerusalem he was seek- 
ing to imprison or kill those who believed on 
Jesus; when he returned he was himself a 
believer, and the enemies of the Lord Jesus 
were trying to kill him. 


12, The amazement of those who heard 
him, the attitude of the Jews and the dis- 
ciples, as well as what he himself actually 
did. 


13. It was Barnabas who introduced him to 
the body of believers, vouching for the gen- 
uineness of his faith and for his previous 
preaching in Damascus, some three years 
earlier (Gal. 1:18), The last mention of 
Barnabas by Paul is found in Colossians 
4:10, when Paul was living in his prison- 
dwelling, awaiting his first trial in Rome 
(Acts 28:30, 31). Meantime they had made 
that first great venture as “foreign” mission- 


We need 





aries together (Acts 13 and 14). 


14. Only less suspicious by nature perhaps. 
We do not know that he may not have had 
additional sources of information also. 


1s. Barnabas fortifies himself with the real 
facts of Paul’s vision and conversion, and 
its results in his preaching Christ, and 
the apostles knew that even a pretender, if 
a Jew, would not dare to be guilty of the 
blasphemy of preaching the Deity and Mes- 
siahship of the Nazarite teacher. Zico 


16. The Grecian Jews (Acts 9:29), Was 
he not remembering Stephen, put to death 
by these same Grecian Jews for his faith 
in Jesus (Acts 6: 8-14), Saul himself having 
led in that persecution, and seeking in this 
way to do what Stephen would have had him 
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do, now that he had been converted to the 
faith? But the Grecian Jews would have done 
to Paul just what they did to Stephen, if they 
could— killed him (Acts 9:29b). So at 
last Paul’s desire to atone for Stephen’s 
death in Stephen’s old city was frustrated 
by Stephen’s old enemies. 

17. To: Tarsus,’ his home town, because of 
the plotting against his ‘life in Jerusalem 
(Acts 9: 29, 30). 

48. Dr. Scofield argues for four in a foot- 
note in his Reference Bible to verse 26. 

19. The fact that in spite of doubts and 
persecutions, even threats of death, Saul 
continued. and “increased|) the more in 
strength.” 








Lesson 9. May 31, 








The Whole Bible Lesson Course 


Issued by the Christian Fundamentals Association 

God the Son: His Resurrection and Ascension. 
1 Corinthians 15: 1-20 

Golden Text.—Who is he that condemneth ? 


that was raised from the dead, who is at the right hand of God, who also maketh inter- 
cession for us.—Rom. 8: 34 


It is Christ Jesus that died, yea rather, 














Lesson Calendar 


Great Doctrines of the. Bible 
10. June 7—God the Son: His Priestly 
Ministry .....cccccsccccees Hebrews 7: 
Golden Text: Hebrews 9 : 24 
ir. Inne 14.—God the Son: His Coming 
for His Saints ..... 1 Thessalonians 4: 
Golden Text: John 14:3 
12. June 21.—God the Son: His Coming 


with His Saints ....... Revelation 19 : 11-2 
Golden Text: 2 Thessalonians 1 : 10 
13. June 28.—Review........-see0+ John 14: 1-17 


Golden Text: John 11 : 40 
14. July s5.—God the Holy Spirit: His 
Personality ......eseeees roe John 16: 
Golden Text: Ephesians 4 : 30 
15. July 12—God the Holy Spirit: His 
AAVENE cocccccccscccsccccccovcces Acts 2: 
Golden Text: Galatians 4:6 
16. July 19.—God the Holy Spirit: The 
Anointing ....-.+scceceees seed John 2: 
Golden Text: Galatians 3:2 
17. July 26—God the Holy Spirit: His 
Ministry ..cccccccccccscccecs Romans 8: 
Golden Text: John 16 : 13-15 
18. Aug. 2—Man: His Creation 
Genesis 1 : 26-31; 2:7, 18-2§ 
Golden Text: 1 Corinthians 11:7 
19. Aug. 9.—Man: His Fall 
Genesis 3: 1-24; Romans § : 12-14 
Golden Text: Romans 5: 12 
20. Aug. 16.—Satan: His Personality and 
Power Matthew 4: I-18 
Golden Text: Revelation 12:9 


€ 
How to Master This Lesson 
By Lewis Sperry Chafer 


President of the Evangelical Theological 
College of Dallas, Texas 
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I, THe RESURRECTION 


¢SE'OR as in Adam all die, even so in 
Christ shall all be made alive” (1 
Cor. 15:22). However, in John 5: 25-29, 
wherein the universal resurrection is a 
mentioned, a sharp contrast is drawn _be- 
tween the resurrection which is unto life, 
and that which is unto condemnation 
(note Acts 24:15; Dan. 12:2). The or- 
der between these two aspects of resur- 
rection and the resurrection of Christ is 
set forth as a procession (1 Cor, 15: 20- 
24): (1) Christ in his resurrection is 
said to precede all others and to be the 
“firstfruits.” None other has been raised 
as he was raised (1 Tim. 6:16; 2 Tim. 
1:10). (2) “They that are Christ’s at 
his coming”; this group, it should be ob- 
served, is strictly limited to, and all-in- 
clusive of, those who are Christ’s, and in 
point of time their resurrection follows 
that of Christ by at least the present two- 
thousdnd year age. (3) “Then cometh 
the end,” meaning the last resurrection in 
the order of procession, and is the resur- 
rection unto condemnation which includes 
all the remainder of the human. race. 
The time of this resurrection is declared 
to be “when he [Christ] shall have de- 
livered up the kingdom to God, even the 
Father; when he [Christ] shall have put 
down all rule and all authority and 
power.” This kingdom reign of Christ, 
it is stated, will be for a period of one 
thousand years (Rev. 20:4, 6), and, in 





accordance with the above passages, will 
be followed by the resurrection of the 
dead, both small and great, who shall 
then be judged at the Great White Throne 
and there condemned for ever (Rev. 20: 
11-15). As added evidence that there will 
be a partial resurrection at the coming 
of Christ, it is stated that “the dead in 
Christ shall rise first” (1 Thess. 4: 16, 
17), and Paul testified that he desired 
that particular resurrection which is out 
from among the dead (Phil. 3:11). 

From the Scriptures which are cited 
above, it is seen that, in spite of the al- 
most universal impression to the contrary, 
there is no so-called “general resurrec- 
tion” including all the dead to be raised 
at one time. 

The resurrection of Christ is unique. 
Others who were actually dead have been 
restored to life (2 Kings 4: 32-35; 13: 
21; Matt. 9:25; Luke 7: 12-15; John 11: 
43, 44; Acts 9: 36-41) ; but all such were 
— returned to their former existence 
and were thus subject again to the first 
death. The resurrection of Christ was 
into a new sphere as the “last Adam,” 
the Head of a new race or another 
species. Christ came forth with the new, 
deathless, glorified body which is the pat- 
tern of that body which shall be given to 
every believer when Christ comes again 
(Phil. 3:20, 21). Though the soul 
and spirit are endless in their existence, 
it is only the resurrection body which 
is said to be immortal. Theréfore, since 
Christ alone has received the resurrec- 
tion body, it is written of him that “who 
only hath immortality, dwelling in light” 
(1 Tim, 6: 16). 

The saints before the cross believed in 
the resurrection (Gen. 22:5; Psa. 16: 
9, 10; 17:15; Isa. 25:8; 26:19; Hos. 
13:14), though the word does not appear 
in the Old Testament. We have also the 
testimony of Job (Job 14: 14, 15; 19: 25- 
27), and of Martha who voi the con- 
viction of the people of her day (John 
11:24). So, also, the resurrection is 
mentioned as one of the major features 
of Judaism (Heb. 6:1, 2). The Old 
Testament revelation was incomplete, for 
it was Christ who “brought life and im- 
mortality to light through the gospel” 
(2 Tim. 1:10). 

Since the import of the resurrection 
transcends all dispensational bounds and 
is eternal in its issues, it is to be classed 
as one of the seven greatest divine un- 


dertakings — (1) the creation of the an- | 


gelic hosts (Col. 1: 16); (2) the creation 
of the material universe including the first 
Adam; (3) the incarnation; (4) the 
death of Christ; (5) the resurrection; 
{6 the second coming of Christ; and 
7) the final transformation of the new 
heavens and the new earth (2 Pet. 3: 
13; Rev. 21:1; Isa. 66:22). Of these 
great undertakings, two are closely ree 
lated to the resurrection of Christ: , 


First—His resurrection is related to his 
death as being the consummation of all 
that was undertaken and accomplished by 
the cross both in Heaven and on earth. He 
“was delivered for our offences, and raised 
again for our justification” (Rom. 4: 295). 


Second.—His resurrection is related to 


a 


— 
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Lesson for May 32 
Acts 9 : 32-43 


the first creation which was ruined by 
sin, as the Head of a new creation which 
came into being when he arose from the 
dead, and is composed of all those who 
having believed and being regenerated are 
united to him by the baptism with the 
spirit. (2 Cor... 123.133. 2..Cor...$::473..3 
Cor. 6:17;. Gal. 3:26), and are, there- 
fore, accepted before God as. he is ac- 
cepted (Eph. 1:6), and destined to share 
his infinite glory (Col. 3:4; John 17: 
24). As the Sabbath was instituted to 
commemorate the accomplishment of the 
first creation (Gen, 2: 1-3; Exod. 16: 29, 
30; Neh. 9:13, 14), so the observance 
of the first day of the week commemo- 
rates the accomplishment of the new cre- 
ation. There is no commandment to ob- 
serve, or any record of observance, of 
the seventh day after Christ arose from 
the dead (note Hos. 2:11; Col. 2:16). 

There is but one general reason re- 
vealed for the death of Christ and that 
reason is because of sin; but there are 
at least seven reasons given for his res- 
urrection: (1) He arose because of what 
he is; being the Eternal Son, it is not 
possible for him to be holden of death 
(Acts 2:24); (2) he arose because of 
who he is; being the Son of David, he 
must yet sit upon David’s throne (2 Sam. 
7:16; Luke 1: 31-33; Acts 2: 25-31; 
Rom. 1: 3, 4); (3) he arose to be Head 
over all things to the Church which is 
his Body (Eph. 1: 22, 23); (4) he arose 
to be the giver of resurrection life (John 
12:24); (5) he arose to impart his res- 
urrection power (Matt. 28:18; Rom. 6: 
4; Eph. 1:19, 20); (6) he arose that 
sinners might be justified (Rom. 4:25) ; 
and (7) he arose that he might appear in 
Heaven as the pattern, or firstfruits, of 
all who, being saved and conformed to 
him, will yet appear with him in glory 
(1 Cor. 15: 20-23; Phil. 3:20, a1). 


II. Tue AscensIoNn 


The Scriptures indicate two ascensions 
of Christ into Heaven: 


First-—On the day of his resurrection, 
Christ ascended into Heaven as. the 
“Wave Sheaf.” In fulfilling this Old 
Testament type and the eternal purpose 
of God, it was necessary that he should 
appear in Heaven as the earnest of a 
mighty harvest of souls whom‘he had re- 
deemed and who, in the divine purpose, 
came out of that tomb with him to share 
his eternal glory. So, also, he, having 
accomplished the sacrifice for sin, must 
present his own blood in Heaven (Lev. 
16: 1-34; Heb. 9: 16-28). Not having 
yet ascended, he said to Mary, “Touch me 
not; for I am not yet ascended to my 
Father: but go to my brethren, and say 
unto them, I ascend unto my Father, and 
your Father; and to m ody and your 
God” (John 20:17). hat he ascended 
on that same day is evident; for he said 
unto them at evening, “Behold my hands 
and my feet, that it is I myself: handle 
me, and see” (Luke 24: 39). He returned 
to earth from Heaven to accomplish his 
post-resurrection ministry. 


Second.—After forty days he ascended 
to Heaven and was seated on his Father’s 
throne, and there took up his present 
heavenly ministry as Head over all things 
to the Church: (1) As the bestower of 
gifts (Eph. 4:8-11), (2) as Intercessor 
(Heb. 7:25), and (3) . as Advocate (1 
John 2:1, 2). 


Dattas, TEx. 





Reading Suggestion for This Lesson 

The Resurrection of Jesus, Considered from 
the Lawyer’s Viewpoint. By D. L. Jamison, 
LL.B. Just as you would bring the facts 
before a jury, this lawyer, now a minister, 
gives a masterly study of the evidence for 
the resurrection of the body of our Lord 
Jesus Christ. It is conclusive. (To be had 
from The Sunday School Times Company, 
Philadelphia, 25 cents.) ‘ 


For Primary Teachers 
By Kate Tarlton 


UR lesson for to-day is the Resur- 
rection and Ascension of Jesus 
Christ. 
Last fall God put the plants, flowers, 
and seeds to sleep, all hidden away from 
the winter cold. The leaves fell from 
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the trees, leaving them bare and dead 
looking. 

When the spring days came, God 
brought to life again the hidden seeds. 
Tiny buds burst forth, and soon the bare 
trees were full of pretty green leaves. 

Nature has brought before our very eyes 
daily pictures of the resurrection, for 
resurrection means the rising again from 
the dead. 

When Paul was telling of the resurrec- 
tion of Jesus he knew some one would 
ask the questions in 1 Corinthians 15: 
35-38. So he answered the question with 
a grain of wheat. (Have for an illus- 
tration a grain of wheat, a grain sprouted, 
a blade of wheat, and a ripened head, 
or draw it in the different stages.) 

You plant a grain of wheat and it dies. 
Then it sprouts, grows, and pushes its 
way out of the old shell as the rain and 
sun warm the earth. Soon there is a 
blade, then a stalk, and at last several 
heads of wheat. God gives it a body as 
it pleases him. 

If God provides a body for a grain of 
wheat, will he not provide a body for 
his children for whom he. died? 

Jesus told his disciples while he was 
with them that he would die and rise 
from the dead, but they did not under- 
stand (Matt. 16:21). 

Tell the Gospel story of his burial and 
resurrection. 

Jesus showed himself many times after 
the resurrection and taught his disciples 
the Scriptures (Luke 24:27, 45). 





One day he led them out as far as 
Bethany and lifted up his hands and 
prayed for them. As they were looking 
into his face the clouds parted and Jesus 
went out of their sight into the heavens. 

Some day he is coming, and the dead 
who loved him shall be raised out of their 
graves and shall be given new bodies. 

Jesus has given us body houses to live 
in while we are in this world. When 
he takes us to Heaven he will give us 
new bodies as it pleases him. “We shall 
be like him.” 

Just as he had power to become alive 
after death, he has power to give us a 
beautiful new life after death. 

This is the promise Jesus gives us, “Be- 
cause I live, ye shall live also.” 

When the flowers live again in the 
spring, the trees break forth in buds, the 
birds come back to sing, again we re- 
member that Jesus has power to bring 
new life to the soul dead in sin. 

When Jesus comes again there will 
be no more death. Those who do not 
know Jesus should be afraid to die. But 
for those who love Jesus there is no fear, 
for they shall see him, be with him, and 
be like him, 

Memory Verses 

Cradle Roll: 1 Corinthians 15: 2ab, “In 
Christ shall all be made alive.” 

Beginners: 1 Corinthians 15: 22b. 

Primary: 1 Corinthians 15: 22, 

Fort Worth, Tex. 
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Marion Lawrance Answers 


In 1902 Mr. Lawrance, the greatly beloved 
Sunday-school leader whose death occurred 
in 1924, commenced the department for The 
Sunday School Times which the Editors en- 
titled “‘ Ask Marion Lawrance!"’ The large 
amount of unpublished material that he had 
furnished makes possible the continuing of this 
department, for the present, as a welcome 
Part of the equipment of the new generation 
in the Sunday-school field. 


My boys are interested to know about the 
large number of translations of the Bible. 
Where can I get a booklet that will tell about 
it, and show samples of the different kinds of 
printing? 

PPLY to the American Bible Society, 

Bible House, New York City, and 

tell them what you want. They will send 
to you a leaflet giving that information. 





I will appreciate any information as to 
how to organize a Home Department. 


— to your denominational head- 
quarters or to your State Sunday 
School Association office, at Jacksonville, 
or to the International Sunday School 
Council of Religious Education, Mallers 
Building, 5 South Wabash Avenue, Chi- 
cago, for literature upon the subject. 

The organization of a Home Depart- 
ment is. very simple. It should be rec- 
ognized as a regular department of the 
school, and should have a superintendent, 
usually a woman, likewise a secretary. 
In addition to this, as the department 
grows there should be Visitors who cor- 
respond to the teachers. The members 
of the department should be assigned to 
these Visitors, and be called upon by the 
Visitors regularly, at least once a Quar- 
ter, better once a month. 

The business of the superintendent and 
secretary is to see that this work is done 
in this way. In order to maintain this 
organization, however, a worth-while 
program must be carried out. The offi- 
cers and Visitors must take seriously the 
task they have in hand. Otherwise, the 
interest will lag. The Visitors hold the 
success of the department largely in their 
own hands. They shovld not simply 
knock at the door and ask for the quar- 
terly and the collection. They should 
visit regularly, as indicated above, form 
the acquaintance of the members upon 
whom they call, and cultivate a spirit 
of friendliness. 

It is often interesting to talk over the 





lessons they have studied during the past 
Quarter and the uses of the offering that 
is handed in each Quarter. A worthy 
undertaking on the part of the Home De- 
partment will increase the offerings and 
maintain the interest. 

The leaflets referred to above will lay 
out many plans for the Home Depart- 
ment, and I need not refer to them fur- 
ther here, only to say that a really worth- 
while program carried out in any Home 
Department will increase and maintain 
the interest and accomplish a great deal 
of good. 

Do you consider it wise to have frequent 
visits to the Sunday-school by local preachers 
to give addresses to the scholars, instead of 
having the usual classes? 


O INDEED! Nothing, should be 

allowed to interfere with the regular 
teaching period in the Sunday-school., It 
is very easy for a superintendent to be 
sidetracked at this point, but it is a great 
calamity to the school. 

In the first place, there is nothing so 
important to the school as the teaching 
of the regular lesson of the day, and, in 
the second place, there are few men if 
any who are capable of speaking with 
profit to a large group of children of 
various ages. Many speakers try to talk 
down to children and up-to grown peo- 
ple, and it does not mix very well, espe- 
cially if the method of address can be 
characterized as “pipe-organ talk” to 
grown folks and “jewsharp talk” to chil- 
dren. There is a time for the address, 
but it should never displace the teaching 
of the regular lesson and, as a rule, it 
should not take place before an audience 
composed of grown people and. little chil- 
dren. It is an art to adapt one’s mes- 
sage and words to the age and capacity of 
those addressed*and it is possible for 
some people to speak with profit to an 
audience of varying ages, but the range 
found in any ordinary Sunday-school is 
too great for any single speaker to hope 
to speak to the edification of all. 

Right here is one of the difficulties that 
many ministers find when many children 
are in the morning audience. It is this 
that makes that particular problem diffi- 
cult to handle. ; 

However, to go back to the question 
again, let us raise the cautionary signal 
and not, on any account, indulge in the 
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practise of replacing the lesson by a mis- 
cellaneous talk, or any other kind of talk, 
for the matter of that. 

We are an organized class of thirty-five 
girls, between the ages of twenty and 
twenty-fiye. We are organized for missionary 
work, and have been organized for a long 
time. I am writing to ask for a suitable 
name for our class. Can you help us? 

SSUMING that your missionary 

work would be done largely along the 
lines of your own denominational soci- 
eties, would it not be a good idea to name} 
your class after one of the prominent 
women missionaries of your denomina- 
tion, some one who is well known and has 
made a good missionary record in a for- 
eign field? This would give fine inter- 
est to the class. 

If you want another name, how would 
it be to call it the “Go or Send” Class, 
or possibly the “Uttermost,” referring 
to the Lord’s command to carry the Gos- 
pel to “the uttermost parts of the earth”? 
Some missionary classes call themselves 
“Mustard Seed,” because they are plant- 
ing the Gospel in various parts of the 
world. Perhaps “Radio” would not be 
a bad name, for you are broadcasting the 
Christian religion. A very simple name 
would be “The Helpers,” suggested by the 
call of Macedonia to Paul, “Come over 
into Macedonia and help us.” . : 





Our school has three adult classes, all or- 
ganized. Is it desirable to unite these classes 
in one organization or department, while stil] 
retaining their separate class units and or- 
ganization? 


HE main sections of a Sunday-school 

are three, namely, the Children’s Di- 
vision, the Young People’s Division, and 
the Adult Division. The latter, when the 
school is properly organized and classi- 
fied, includes all the scholars twenty-four 
years of age and upward. 

This éntire division should be organ- 
ized as a division, with a superintendent 
of the entire division, and a secretary. 
The cabinet of the division would consist 
of these officers, with the officers of, the 
various departments and representatives 
from the organized classes. Each depart- 
ment would have at least a superinten- 
dent and a secretary, possibly a treasurer 
and other officers. When this cabinet 
comes together, it can discuss matters 
of interest having to do with the entire 
Adult Division of the school. 

Here is where the organized class rep- 
resentatives can function to good advan- 
tage. If you will send to your denomina- 
tional headquarters, or to the office of the 
State Sunday School Association, Travel- 
ers Building, Richmond, you will receive 
printed matter on the subject of or- 
ganized classes that will help you very 
much. 


Teacher-Training Questions 
Discussed by Charles A. Oliver 


Teacher-Training Superintendent of the 
Pennsylvania State Sabbath School 
sociation 


We are planning to organize a training 
class to meet at the Sunday-schoo) hour, 
but are in doubt as to whether to put it in 
as a necessary part of our curriculum or a3 
an optional study. What method is usually 
found to be most successful? 


OME schools have obtained good re- 

sults by converting an entire Senior 
Department class into a teacher-training 
class. When this is done the taking of 
official examinations is usually made op- 
tional. Often, however, the entire class 
will elect to do the work thoroughly, 
taking the tests, and receiving the certifi- 
cate of graduation. 

In many schools an opportunity is of- 
fered to all pupils to enter a training 
class at about sixteen or seventeen years 
of age. This morning’s mail brought 
word of the organizing of a class of 
twenty in this way. The teacher says, 
“We give all a chance to study the 
teacher-training course before they enter 
the Adult Department. This brings good 
results. "We have four of the students 
now preparing for the ministry and at 
least one member of the present. class 
expects to study for the ministry.” 

In a few schools the entire school 
membership passes through the teacher- 
training department. When this plan is 
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followed the pupils elect to take the 
work with or without examinations. 

An excellent plan that works well in 
most places is the picked class, or class 
made up of selected students. An effort 
is made to bring into the department the 
most promising young men and young 
women, who have the ability and _ will- 
ingness to apply themselves faithfully to 
the studies 4 | very thorough work is 
done. 

You may find in these suggestions, the 
plan that will meet the needs of your 
school, 





Kindly send me some information regarding 
the courses of study that are recognized by 
the International Council of Religious Educa- 
tion and the D inational Sunday-school 
Beards. I have been told that now only the 
three-year standard course is accepted. Now 
that course is doubtless excellent but it 
seems to be too difficult and too long for our 
young people. In the past we have used one 
of the first standard elementary text books 
with good results and would like to use the 
same with a mew class. May we do that? 


HE denominational leaders and the 
International Council are eager to 
have the highest grade work done in 
teacher-training, and to that end advise 
the use of the three years’ new Standard 
Course wherever the use of these thor- 
ough but somewhat difficult text-books 
may be practical, but both denominational 
boards and the International Council con- 
tinue to recognize the elementary courses 
such as you have been using. Your 
class may study the easier text-book and 
have a qualified teacher-training class. 
A recent action of the International 
Council places its definite approval on 
elementary courses including the First 
Standard text-book that you have been 
using. The International is now prepar- 
ing a certificate to be awarded those who 
may take these preparatory courses of 
study, 
V4 





Home Department Questions 
Discussed by Mrs. A.W. Karnell 


Former Chairman of the Home Department 
Committee of the International Sunday School 
Association 


How can I keep up the membership? We 
lose a few each quarter by transfer to the 
Sunday-school, by death and by removal, and 
it seems so hard to keep up the interest in 
getting new members. 


M* VISITORS are supplied every 
Quarter with the names of those 
on whom they are expected to call and 
report just as soon as they have made 
the calls. Every member who joins the 
church, if they are not in the Sunday- 
school, are at once given to the Visitor. 
The secretary of the Sunday-school also 
supplies me with a list of the parents of 
all new scholars. In every Sunday-school 
contest a new Home Department mem- 
ber counts, and in that way the classes 
assist us. I try not to allow a Quarter 
to pass without having a list divided be- 
tween the Visitors. It is a matter of be- 
ing everlastingly at it, but when we think 
of what an opportunity a new home may 
mean, we are glad to be at it. 


Our former pastor had gathered in his visi- 
tation a number of aged and shut-ins and in a 
manner they were a Home Department Class; 
but he always took care of them himself, 
and therefore no effort has ever been made 
to organize a Home Department here. Since 
he resigned no one seems to know just who 
they all are or feel any responsibility for 
them. Should we wait, before organizing a 
Home Department, to see if our new pastor 
will continue this work? Some of them say 
they are members of the pastor’s class and 
some say they are Home Department mem- 
bers. What would you advise? 


WOULD certainly advise you to or- 


ganize a Home Department at once. 


It is very seldom a pastor feels that he 
has the time to give to care for so large 
a group, and while this is neither a class 
nor a Home Department, it is preventing 
you from covering your whole field and 
delaying your organization of this de- 
partment. Why not have a community 
canvass at this time? You will then find 
out the names of all those who were in 
this group, secure some new members, 
and organize now. You will then be able 
to present to your new pastor an organ- 
ized work, and Visitors who will assist 





him 
field 


in getting acquainted with his new 
eld. , 





I am superintendent of a Home Department 
of thirty members. We have had three Vis: 
itors, and I have had a small district myself, 
One of the Visitors has moved away; the 
other two are to move in the spring. There 
is a lady here who wants to take up the 
work, but only on the condition that she be 
permitted to be the only Visitor. Do you 
think. this is wise? I would rather have 
several. Visitors:myself; The pastor, however, 
thinks’ that it is all right for her to under- 
take it, as she can give all the time neces- 
sary. 

HAVE in mind a Home Department 

of nearly two hundred members that 
has a paid Visitor. 
of the department is a teacher in the 
Sunday-school, Many churches employ 
paid Visitors for general visitation. Un- 
questionably the work can be done just 
as efficiently by one person, but it has 
its disadvantages also. Should such a 
person 
would be harder to then insist on dividing 
the work, while it would be much easier 
to replace one who had only a part of 
the work to do. 
however, the local conditions should be 
the determining factor. 





Can you give me the name of any pageant 
that our Home Department could give, in 
trying to arouse the parents to their responsi- 
bility for the condition in our homes? We 
are in a bad shape in this town. Our church 
is undertaking to hold a week of services 
to deal with these problems and our Home 
Department has been asked to do something 
special. I have workers who could do this if 
I only knew where to get material or what 
to give. : 

AM quite sure that your town is not 

the exception, The condition is quite 
general. It was with just this condition 
in mind that I wrote “A Pageant of the 
American Home,” published by the Pres- 
byterian Board at 25 cents a copy. Your 
own denominational board ought to be 
able to help you. The Methodist Epis- 
copal Church, of Palmyra, N. J., had a 
week’s services with the following pro- 
gram; there may be some suggestion in 
it for you. 


SUNDAY—“Providing a Reservoir.” 

MONDAY—“America’s Future and the Pres- 
ent Generation.” 

TUESDAY—“Are the Parents to Blame?” 

WEDNESDAY—“Am My _—i Brother’s 
Keeper?” 

THURSDAY—“Winning the Heights.” 

FRIDAY—“Standard. Bearers of a New 
Age.” s 

WEDNESDAY, 2:30 p. m.—Women’s Meet- 
ing, “Mother and I.” 

THURSDAY, 3:45 p. m.—High School Stu- 
dents, “Four Great Incentives.” 

SATURDAY, 2:30 p. m.—Boys’ and Girls’ 
Meeting, “The Palace Garden.” 

SUNDAY, 10:30 a. m.—“The Challenge of the 
Impossible.” : 

SUNDAY, 7:45 p. m.—“Building a Christian 
Nation.” — 


How do you interest the Visitor in Personal 
work in the home? I attended a convention 
this winter and heard a department report 
that seven members had joined church as 
the result of personal work on the part of 
the Visitor, and this phrase was used, “The 
pastor did not know of it -till they were 
brought to the Session meeting.” No such 
result has ever cheered my work as a super- 
intendent. Perhaps I am to blame. I should 
like to know how it is accomplished. There 
was no discussion of this phase of the Home 
Department work at the convention. 

HAVE been superintendent of. three 

different departments, and in every 
quarterly council meeting, I make a spe- 
cial effort to make personal work a 
prominent issue, and while I never have 
had the experience of having seven join 
at once, in each of these three depart- 
ments we have at various times had peo- 
ple join the church as the direct result of 
rsonal work on the part of the Visitor. 
he privilege of winning the unreached 
in our homes for Christ, must never 
be lost sight of, and if it is continually 
kept before the Visitor, they will gradu- 
ally come to feel that they are not doing 
their full duty unless they are taking 
advantage of their friendly relation with 
the home to reach those who are out of 
Christ. After they once have tasted the 
joy of soul-winning it is then a matter of 
encouragement and advice. It would be 
wise for you to study with your Visitors 


The superintendent | 
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some small book on soul-winning, such 
as “Hints for the Soul-Winner,” David- 
son (30 cents a dozen, $2 a hundred, or 
3. cents each); “Taking Men Alive,” 
‘rumbull ($1.35) ; “Individual Soul-Win- 
ning” ($1.50 a dozen, or 15 cents each). 
These may be secured from The Sunday 
School Times Company, Philadelphia. 


Childrén’s Division Questions 
Discussed by Mrs. E. W. Sudlow 


I have no work table in my Beginners’ 
room, so have not been able to do much in 
| the way of hand work. 
| the question. What is there we can do? 


HY not try free hand paper tearing? 

Many classes of five-year-olds are 
carrying out this particular kind of hand- 
work. If you are not familiar with the 





ill, or cease to be interested, it | 


I think in this case, | 


possibilities in this line get “Paper Tear- 
ing,” by L. O. Brown, ‘and read it. 





| Will you suggest a plan for conducting a 
| Cradle Roll class? What lessons are best to 
| use with these tiny children? 
| (YOME teachers use a simplified -form 
of Beginners. There is also a good 
course by Anna M. Boyle called “Cradle 
Roll Stories.” “Object Lessons for the 
| Cradle Roll,” by Frances Weld Daniel- 
son (Pilgrim Press, Boston, $1.50), has 
been very popular. There is a new course 
called “Cradle Roll Lessons,” by Louise 
M. Oglevee (Standard Publishing Co., 
Cincinnati, $1.50), that is exceptionally 
fine. Original finger plays, handwork, 
calendar suggestions, songs, and sand 
table illustrations make each lesson story 
very complete. To accompany the les- 
son there is a little folder containing the 
story, which the child takes home. Each 
lesson is based on a Bible story. 





We have only a small school in a village 
church. No money for equipment, yet I 
would like to make the Primary Department 
a “place beautiful” for the little folks. I can 
have a separate room for the department, 
but scarcely any money to buy what I con- 
per necessary equipment. What is essen- 
tia 

HEER up! If you have a room you 

can get equipment. Doubtless you 
will find willing amateur carpenters who 
will help. If you cannot afford chairs, 
get some of the fathers together some 
night and have them make low benches. 
Better than this would be stools made of 
boxes. Have them cut to the proper 
height. A home-made table may be made. 
You will need a cupboard for supplies. 
Fit a packing case with shelves. Paint 
the outside, or cover it with attractive 
wall paper and hang a curtain to the 
front. Decorate your walls with posters. 
In many of the magazines to-day may 
be found pictures of Biblical subjects. 
Mount these carefully. By outlining 
the picture with black crayon a better 
effect may be obtained. A blackboard is 
a necessity. Get a strip of cloth black- 
beard, such as is sold by the yard. Have 
some one fasten this to a backing of 
beaver board or thin wood. Perhaps a 
frame may be added. Or it may be that 
the cloth may be fastened directly to the 
waii, and outlined with a simple mould- 
ing. Or, again, tack it to a window- 
shade roller, then it can be rolled up and 
put away when not in use. 

See that there are dainty curtains cov- 
ering your windows. If your table ‘is 
ncething more than an empty box, have a 
cover on it. Put flower boxes at the 
windows and keep them filled with fresh 
flowers. You can make a sand box very 
easily. 

I spoke of posters. Be sure that the 
walls are clean before you hang your 
posters. It is so easy nowadays to apply 
some of the many preparations for re- 
finishing discolored walls. See if you 
cannot find some handy man about the 
church who will be glad to help put this 
room in shape for you. 


Will you suggest a good way of using the 
Christmas story in the Primary Department? 
S CARRIED out in an Illinois Sun- 
day-school last Christmas the story 
was told by means of picture and song. 
The superintendent prepared a strip of 
burlap. This was bordered with holly. 
A rough hilly background was outlined 
in crayon. As the story was told, ob- 





Coloring is out of} 
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jects cut from paper were pinned. in place. 
The story was told partly in verse, partly 
in song, and as this teacher gave it was 
as follows: 


There were stars in the sky that night, 
they twinkled and gave the best light they 
could so far away. 

(Pin on stars.) “J 

And on the hillside there’ were shepherds: : 

(Pin ‘shepherds on screen.) 

The little white sheep were lying all around 
them. 

(Pin on sheep.) 

The shepherds were keeping watch over their 
flocks. 

(Pin on shepherds.) 

When suddenly a very bright star, larger 
than the rest, appeared. 

(Pin on a large star.) 

The ‘shepherds followed the star and came to 
a little town Called Bethlehem. The little 
houses were different from ours. 

(Pin on little houses.) 

Sing: “O, Little Town of Bethlehem.” 

The star didn’t stop over these houses, but 
went: and stood over a cave in a hill which 
was used as a stable. There were sheep and 
oxen there, and there they found the baby 
Jesus. 

Sing: “Christ Was Once a Little Baby.” 

He was not dressed as we dress our babies, 
but wrapped round and round with swad- 
dling clothes and lying in a manger. 

Sing Luther’s Cradle Hymn: “Away in a 
Manger.” 

The shepherds worshipped Him. 

Later there came across the desert three wise 
men, who also worshipped the baby Jesus 
and brought Him presents. 

(Pin on wise men.) 
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Thrush Songs 
By Samuel Scoville, Jr. 


ame ob of all the singers, the 
thrush folk—what shall I say of 
them—of the veery, with his magic 
notes, and the dear wood thrush who 
sings at our door? While these two 
voices are left in the world, there are re-~ 
current joys that nothing can take from 


us. 

It was the veery song that I learned 
first. More years ago than I like to re- 
member, I walked at sunrise by a thicket, 
listening to bird-songs and wondering 
whether there was any way by which I 
might come to learn the names of the 
singers, One song rippled out of that 
thicket that thrilled me with its strange, 
unearthly harp-chords. “Ta-wheela, ta- 
wheela, ta-wheela,” it ran weirdly down 
the scale and, strangely enough, was at its 
best at a distance and in the dusk or early 
moonlight. I was to learn later that the 
singer was the veery or Wilson thrush. 

That was many years ago, but I have 
loved the bird from that day. Once I 
found its nest set in the midst of a dark 
rhododendron swamp; and as the mother 
bird slipped like a tawny shadow from 
the wondrous blue eggs gleaming in the 
dusk, from near by vibrated the whirl- 
ing ringing notes of her mate. Again 
on a tussock in Wolf Island Marsh I 
found another; and as both birds fluttered 
around me with the alarm note, “Pheu, 
pheu,” the father bird whispered a strain 
of his song, and it. was as if the wind 
had rippled the music from the waving 
marsh-grasses, 

In the dawn-dusk, on the top of Mount 
Pocono, I have listened to them singing 
in the rain, and their song was as dreamy- 
sweet as the tinkling of the spring 
shower. The veery song is at its best 
by moonlight. I remember one late May 
twilight, coming down to the round green 
circle of an old charcoal-pit, by the side 
of a little lake set deep in the hills and 
fringed with the tender green of the 
opening leaves. That day I had climbed 
Kent Mountain, and seen my first eagie; 
had visited a rattlesnake den, and found 
a dozen or so-nests; and had walked many 
dusty miles. It was nearly dark as I 
slipped off my clothes and swam through 
the motionless water. The still air was 
sweet with little elusive waves of per- 
fume from the blossoms of the wild 
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grape. Over the edge of Pond Hill the' 
golden rim of a full moon made the faint 
green tracery of the opening leaves show 
in a mist of soft moonlight. 

As I reached the center of the lake, 
from both shores a. veery chorus began. 
The hermit thrush, will not sing. after 
eight, but the veery. sings. well. into the 
dark, if only the.moon will shine, That 
night, as from the hidden springs of the 
lake, the heart-blood of the hills pulsed 
against my tired body, the veery songs 
drifted across the water, all woven with 
moonshine and - fragrance,—until it 
seemed as if the moonlight and the per- 
fume, the coolness and the song were all 
one. 

Some April evening between cherry- 
blow and apple-blossom the wood thrush 
comes back. I first hear his organ-notes 
from the beech tree at the foot of Violet 
Hill, Down from my house beside the 
white oak I make haste to meet him, In 
1918, he came to me on May 3; in 1917 
on April 27; and in 1916 on April 30. He 
seems always glad to see me, yet with 
certain reserves and withdrawings quite 
different from the robins, who chirp un- 
restrainedly at one’s very feet. His well- 
fitting coat of wood-brown and soft 
white, dusked and dotted with black, ac- 
cord with the natural dignity of the bird. 
It is quite impossible to be reserved in a 
red waist-coat. Some of my earliest and 
happiest bird-memories are of this sweet 
singer. 

The wood thrush has a habit of mark- 
ing his’ nest with some patch or shred 
of white, perhaps so that when he comes 
back from his twilight song he may find 
it more readily. Usually the mark is a 
bit of paper, or a scrap of cloth, on 
which the nest is set. Last winter I 
was walking across a frozen marsh where 
in late summer the blue blind gentian 
hides. The long tow-colored grass of 
the tussocks streamed out before a sting- 
ing wind which howled at me like a wolf. 
I crept through thickets tothe center of a 
little wood, until I was safe from its fierce 
fingers among the close-set tree-trunks. 
There I found the last-year’s nest of a 
wood thrush built on a bit of bleached 
newspaper. Pulling out the paper, I read 
on it in weather faded letters, “Votes for 
Women!” There was no doubt in my 
mind that the head of that house was 
a thrushigist. That is probably the rea- 
son, too, why Father Thrush takes his 
turn on the eggs. 

Once, in the depths of a swamp in the 
Pocono Mountains, I was hunting for the 
nests of a northern water thrush which 
is a wood-warbler and not a thrush at 
all. That temperamental bird always 
chooses peculiarly disagreeable morasses 
for his home. In the roots of an over- 
turned tree by the side of the deepest and 
most stagnant pool that hé can conveni- 
ently find, his nest is built, — unlike his 
twin-brother, the Louisiana water thrush, 
who chooses the bank of some lovely 
stream. On that day, while plowing 
through mud and water and mosquitoes, 
I came upon a wood thrush’s nest beauti- 
fully lined with dry green moss, with 
a scrap of snowy birch-bark. for its 
marker, 

The song of the wood thrush is a 
strain of wood-wind notes, few. .in num- 
ber, but inexpressibly true, mellow, and 
assuaging. “Cool bars of melody — the 
liquid coolness of _a deep spring,” is how 
they sounded to Thoreau. . “Air-o-e, air- 
o-u,” with a rising inflection on the “e” 
and a falling cadence on the “u,” is per- 
haps an accurate phrasing of the notes. 
Many of our singers give-a more elab- 
orate performance. The brown thrusher, 
that grand-opera singer who loves a tree- 
top and an audience, has a more brilliant 
song. Yet there are few listeners who 
will prefer his florid, conscious style to 
the simple, appealing notes of the wood 
thrush. Although his is perhaps the most 
beautiful strain in our every-day chorus, 
—to me, the wood thrush does not rank 
with either the veery or the hermit. His 
song lacks the veery’s magic and the 
ethereal quality of the hermit, and is mar- 
ted by occasional grating bass-notes. 
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of Its Minister? By Vernon L. Shontz. 
(Biola Book Room, Los Angeles, Cal., 15 
cents.) It is a Scriptural answer to this 
important question. The many unscrip- 
tural, unreasonable, and unjust claims 
are set forth clearly and refuted con- 
vincingly. The chief merit, however, is 
the clear-cut and Scriptural way in which 
the minister’s real obligations are pre- 
sented. The booklet is well-written, sen- 
sible, and practical. And it is just the 
thing to distribute to a congregation 
about to call a pastor. 


Fishing for Fishers of Men. By Car- | 


)| 


What Has a Church a Right to Expect 3 





roll J. Rockey. 
cation House, Philadelphia, $1.25). 
not so much the causes of dearth in the! 
ministry that the author inquires into, as 
to suggest how to “fish for fishers of 
men.” While he is a Lutheran minis- 
ter appealing particularly to his denomi-. 
nation, his message is meant for the 
church universal. The ministry is to be' 
recruited, from boys who read Huckle- 
berry Finn and Tom Sawyer; and minis- 
ters who have never been real boys can- 
not find preachers. To secure more min- 
isters the low standard of the Christian. 
home must be raised. Preachers must 
be secured yoting, and the early “‘bent” 


' 


observed. The Hannah method of get-|: 


ting preachers cannot be too highly com- 
mended — promising him to God, if God 
will give him. This work is thorough 


and scholarly, and should be in every} 


minister’s library. 


The Church Epistles. By E. S. Young, |; 
D.D. (Bible Student’s League, Claremont, }: 
Cal., in four volumes at $5 the set.) |- 
These four books constitute the third}. 
Bible Correspondence} 
Course of the Bible Student’s League, of | 


(or advanced) 
which the author was Founder and Pres- 
ident. The first two volumes give a verse 
by verse analysis of the Epistle to the Ro- | 
mans, following the well-known and} 
Scriptural division of that book into three | 
sections — Doctrinal, Dispensational, and 
Practical. The third volume analyzes the | 
Epistle to the Ephesians under the two- | 
fold division of “Doctrinal as to Stand- 
ing” and “Doctrinal as to State.” The 
fourth volume treats the Epistles to the 
Thessalonians and follows the methods of | 
the other volumes. The analysis is car- | 
ried in every case into many sub-divisions, 
each of which constitutes a lesson. Each 
lesson is followed by a few questions 
which serve to provoke thought as to the: 
lesson or to introduce the lesson which 
is to follow. 

In a chapter on “Epistles to the Seven! 
Churches,” which appears in every vol- 
ume, the author explains the method of 
the course. With the Roman Epistle he’ 
groups the Epistles to the Corinthians and | 
the Galatians as setting forth “justifica- 
tion by faith”; with the Ephesus Epistle | 
he groups those to Philippi and Colosse | 
as setting forth “consecration by faith” 
and the Thessalonian Epistles are taught | 
as setting forth “glorification by faith.” , 
The author is true to this classification as | 
to subject throughout, and it leads to! 
what seems to be forced interpretations; | 
but more often it obscures or tones down 
certain great doctrinal and dispensational 
truths because the idea so dominates the 
comments. The Epistles that are taught’ 
are, according to this idea, the leading 
books of their several groups, the others 
presenting the fundamental idea from 
other view-points. 

As commentaries, the books are disap- 
pointing because often weak. Sometimes 
it is harder to understand the comments 
than the passage that is explained. In 
just a few places, if the comments are 
understood, the doctrinal position may be 
questioned. But in the main the books 
are sound, doctrinally, and would prove 
helpful to thousands of believers. The 
author is certainly in submission to the 
Word of God and does not doubt that the 
Bible is that Word. The person of the 
Lord Jesus Christ is known and loved, 
and there is never a doubt but that the 
fulness of salvation and of every possible 
blessing is to be found in him by faith 
and in him alone, 
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Retain Your Income 
While Your Capital Helps 
Evangelize the World 


The Annuity Bonds of the Na- ; 
tional Bible Institute are a guaran- 
tee of absolute recah 4 and regularity 
of income. Through their Annuity 
Gifts, the friends of the Institute 
make A SAFE AND ENDURING 
INVESTMENT, every dollar of 
which will bear perpetual dividends 
in the proclamation of the Gospel 
and in the training and equipment 
of preachers of the Gospel. 


For rates and detailed information address: 


THE NATIONAL BIBLE INSTITUTE 


330-348 West 55th St., New York City 


DON O. SHELTON, President — M. T. SHELFORD, Dean 
HUGH R. MONRO, Treasurer 


— In the National Bible Institute’s Schools ze men and young 
women are being thoroughly trained > elinhons Christian 
service in America and in foreign More than 250 gradua 
now on forei i ds, under thirty-five differen’ 








mission fiel M 
The tute’s aggressive eva ngelistic crusade includes nignty 
evangelistic meetings.in three Missions and Gospel Hallein New 

and in the Yale Hope Mission, New Haven, Conn. The Institute con- 
ducts an all-the-year-round Outdoor Evangelistic campaign in New 
York. In 1924,outdoors and indoors, 4,363 evangelistic meetings were 
conducted bythe Institute, with an aggregate attendance of 550,907. 
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Suitable Textbooks for 
Summer Bible Schools 


Bible Alphabets and Memory Work, Pearce, 25¢. 
500 Bible Story Questions and Answers, Scoville, 50c. 
The Little Jetts Telling Bible Stories, Smith, 90c. 


Chart of Jewish National History, Byington, 25c. 
Chart of Christ’s Journeyings, Arnold, 25c. 
Chart of Paul’s Journeyings, Arnold, 25c. 


Christ the Key to Scripture, Scroggie, 25c. 
Illustrations on the Beatitudes, Eastwood, 75c. 
The Apostles as Everyday Men, Thompson, 900. 
How to Study the Four Gospels, Thomas, 25c. 


Analytical Outlines of the Old Testament, Haig, $1. 
Your Study Bible, Weddell, $1.25. 
A Supplemental Bible Question Course, Smith, 90c. 


Historical Charts of the Life and Ministry of Christ, with out- 
| ¢ line Harmony, Croscup, $1.25. 

| A Little Kit of Teachers’ Tools, Howard, 750. 

Happy Hours for the Boys and Girls, Lewis, 90c. 





A catalog describing each of these books will be sent free upon request, 
or copies of the books themselves will be sent on approval. 
Special prices will be quoted for quantities. 
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Hotels of Dignity 








In the Centre of New York 
Near All Transit Facilities 











Hotel Wolcott 
4 West 3iet St. (Off Sth Ave.) 


An hotel in which metropolitan smart- 

ness and home comfort are. so blended 

as to charm the most exacting hotel 
patron. 


Reoms from $2.00 Per Day 
With Bath from $3.00 Per Day 


Hotel Woodstock 


127 W. 43rd St. (Just east of Broadway) 
A conservative hotel appealing to 
those who needs must be in the very 
heart of the city—yet desire to stay in 

an hotel of quiet refinement. 
Reoms from $2.00 Per Day 
With Bath from $3.50 Per Day 


Hotel 
Great Northern 


118 West 57th Street 


Midway between sth Avenue and 

Broadway. Persons of discrimination 

bait Lae living at this delightfully fur- 

nished hotel. ear beautiful Central 

Park. City’s most select shops a block 
distant. 


Rooms with Bath from 
$3.50 Per Day 














Special 





ltteshes(s an eltbats 


Moody Bible Institute, July 7th to 31let 


Of exceptional lue f 
rs, Reachers and Chriss 
ring be’ 


rch, Missionary 
and Seam School work. 
strong, attractive pro- 
gram. Instruction we of 
charge by the institu e's reg- 
bo teachi . Also dis- 
tinguished Instruc- 
tors. Many students of other 
years returning for intellec- 


tual and spiritual refresh- 
ment. 


Ca 





Rev. James M. 
Gray, D.D. 
Pres. a the Inst, 






Apply t arly 


Reservations 


MOODY BIBLE. INSTITUTE 
153 Institute Place Chicago, Mi, 

















Church Organs 





Latest Approved Methods, 


Highest 
Grade Only, 


Established 1827. 
Main Office and Works "*"#3.<¢"°"" 
Hook & Hastings Co. 


BRANCHES : 
Boston, New York, Phila., Chicago, Louisville, Dallas 
































* Write for Catalog 
geacsch & Lomb Optical Co., 720 St. Paul St., Rechester, N. Y. 


the most complete in the world. 


are usedin thousands of schools, 
ehurches and hospitals. This line 
of lanterns, for slides and opaque 
objects—for projection in day- 
light as well as in the dark —is 





BRONZE TABLETs 


Designs and Estimates Free 
Jno. Williams, Inc., Bronze Foundry 
(Dept. 9), 556 W. 27th St.. New York City. 








PULPITS 


Chairs, Tables, Hymn Boards,Collection Plates,etc. 











Globe Furniture Company, 73,Par* gcc: 








Individual Cups 








Thomas Communion Service Co. Box $ 





Every charch should use. ee Trial free. 
Lima, Ohie 





When answering advertisements, 
mention The Sunday School Times. 


please 
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The Bible Cross Word Puzzle 





HE editors will be glad to consider cross word puzzles submitted by readers, if 
sent exclusively to The Sunday School Times, and if made to consist chiefly of 
words found in the Bible (it is doubtless impracticable to limit the words exclusively 


to the Bibte). 
elaborate. 


Manuscripts should be addressed ‘to 


School Times, 1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia.” 


Puzzles rectangular in shape are preferred, and not too long or 
Editorial payment will be made. for all that are accepted. 


“Cross Word Puzzle Editor, The Sunday 
If their return is desired in case 


they are not accepted, a stamped and addressed return envelope should be enclosed. 







































































MAY 16, 1925 


ad LDREN'S DAY. 


AMUSTC ;MACK ©. FREE 


Free samples of services of songs, etc., will be sent to 
Pastors, Superintendents, or Committees. «2! 
TWO PAGEANT. SERVICES 


1. Petewaye of the Bible Jaret may be used with 

2. His Wondrous Works § or without the pageants, 
~~ the songs only, and supplying the necessary 
recitations from He per, No. 11. Samples of these 
Pageants free of charge. o 


* Helper No. 11. A book of recitations, exercises, 
drills a and songs. Plenty of — ea 20c each. 


* Children’s Be 1. Five special 
oe per pre Bass) music, in one 


numbers, some 
booklet, 25 cents. 

Our “ Magnificat’ is well named, No matter how 
-many competitors it has, in most cases it is the unani- 
mous ‘choice for the Sunday School. Have YOU 
seen it? Returnable sample on request. 


* Not sent for examination. 


HALL-MACK CO. bis & Arch Sts., 
ADAM GEIBEL MUSIC CO. } Philadelphia, Pa. 


—For Pageants a 
AND ALL OTHER SUPPLIES FOR 


CHILDREN’S DAY 


be sure to send to 
91 Seventh Ave. 


New York, N.Y. 


Sample outfit and catalog on request. 
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The white spaces are to be filled with letters forming words that answer to the 


definitions given below. 
the white squares. 


The first letter 


of each word is indicated by a number in 


The number of white squares. extending either to the right or 


down from any numbered square tells you the number of letters in the word. Most 


of the words, but not necessarily all, are in the Bible. 
both directions, such words as you are sure of. 


It might be well to fill in, in 
These will give you hints as to 


other words that you do not know or are uncertain about. 


ACROSS 

1.—One of David’s men (1 Chron. «1 

5-—Brother of John the Apostle 
“ —Native of Arabia 
11.—Condition of those without Christ 
12.—Hill where Paul preached 
~ a ag of « Corinthians rz 
16.—A floor covering 
17.—Unit 
19.—A_ city of Moab 
ai. ee in Hebron where Abram built an 

altar 

23.—Initials of Christ’s betrayer 
24.—Abram’s nephew 
26.—Color of the second horse in Revelation 
, ia small bag 

28.—Conceited 


> 43) 


29.—Where the first shall be 
* —Insect whose poison is under the lips of 
the unrighteous 
3t.—Spoken of in Proverbs as little but ex- 
ceeding wise 
33-—Lowing of a cow 
34.—Right (abbreviation) 
s5—Word meaning “for he shall save his 
people from their sins.” 
North Road (abbreviation) 
; e 
39.—Bleat of sheep 
=. —Southern state (abbreviation) 
42.—Commits a mistake 
44.—Birthplace of Samuel (New Testament 
form) 
4s.—Closing word of the Bible 
47.—A coarse, heavy linen 
48.—A common herb 


DOWN 
1.—Exclamation of surprise 
2+—Meimber of the body 
3.—A_ son of Caleb (1 Chron. 4: 15) 
at friend of God 

—Apart from others 


me change position 
8.—Point of compass 
9.—Saint (abbreviation) 
13. 3 —The guide of the Magi 
14.—What God has made Jesus 
15.—Where Christ was crucified 
18.—Secured for the believer at Calvary 
20.—To cook over a fire 
22.—Signifies 
ye kinsman of Paul (Rom. 16: 21) 
25.—To tilt : 
27.—Old Testament Prophet (abbreviation) 
31.—An - 
32.—A hollow cylinder 
35-—A type of Christ in resurrection (vari- 


ant) 
36.—Mother of Isaac 
38.—A tribe of Ishmaelites (Gen. 25) 
40. rg 24 force of Israel 
4..—A sailor 
43-—Son of Noah (variant) 
o- Cross (abbreviation) 
46.—Point of compass 


Answer to Last Week’s Puzzle 
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A new Bible Cross Word Puzzle and the solution of this week’s puzzle will be 
published in next week's issue of The Sunday School Times. 





“BEST BOOK ” 
BEST ROSk WORLD EVENTS 
Guaranteed Value or Money Returned. 

Are Anti-Christ and False Roe on earth? Has - 
secret Covenant been made? Will the rapture be 
eral or selective? When? Endorsed and sol by 
Christian Alliance, Bethel Publishing Co., Etc. 63 pages. 
Sfor $1-< 00. 25c each. Guaranteed value. No stamps. 
G. KBEFER, Petrolia, Ont., Canada. 


WE WILL PAY YOU WELL 


Ask for “Service Plan’ of Family Altar League. 
Send pastor’s name and references. 


207 South Wabash Avenue, Chicago, Ill. 


















* Loveliness 
'. A Clear 
Healthy Skin 
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Talks with Boys and Girls 


The author has been talking to Sunday-school 
classes for the past thirty years. Hers is a 
ripe, full experience, and her book is a most 
meritorious effort to make chalk ‘“‘talk’’ in 
Sunday-school classes, Junior societies, vaca- 
tion Bible schools, etc. Mrs. Wood's pictures 
are in simple lines, such as the average teacher 
can make without difficulty, yet are capable of 
being made the vehicle for conveying any 
— of valuable lessons. The accompany- 
text is marked by its plain, unaffected Eng- 
lish, and, while crowded with valuable sugges- 
7a need not be slavishly followed by teach- 
ers using the figures and outlines. 


31.25, postpaid 


May be ordered from 
THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES COMPANY 
1031 Walnut Street, - Philadelphia 


The Out-of-Doors Club 


By SAMUEL ScOvILLE, Jr. 


A ‘‘slip-in-your-pocket” volume of 
17t pages. Full of ‘‘desperate adven- 





tures” for the youngsters and for—your- 
self, with a father and his children in 
the fascinating out-of-doors. 
lustrated. $1.50, postpaid. 

THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES COMPANY 


Fully il- 





1031 Walnut Street, - - - 


Philadelphia 











Lesson for May 31 
Acts 9: 32-43 


OXFORD 


CHILDREN’S 


BIBLES 


(MOTHERS, teach your chil- 
‘dren to love the Bible. The good 
thoughts you sow in their minds 
new. will yield a rich harvest of 
noble acts when they grow older 
Oxford Bibles for Children have 
black and colored illustrations 
that interest as well as instruct. 
Some have Special Helps for 
children. . 


cAt All Booksellers 
Catalog upon request 


OXFORD UNIVERSITY PRESS 
AMERICAN BRANCH 


35 West 324 Street 
New York 
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Gye Sanday School Gines 


Philadelphia, May 16, 1925 





Subscription Rates 


The Sunday School Times is pub- 
lished weekly at the following rates, pay- 
able in advance, for either old or new 
subscribers, in the United States and 
Possessions, Mexico, Cuba, and some 
Central and South American countries. 
These rates include postage. 


$ 1 50 Five or more copies, either to 
” separate addresses or in a 
package to one address, $1.50 each, per 
year. 


$2 00 One copy, or any number of 
e copies less than five, $2 each, 
per year. One copy, five years, $7.50. 

In recognition of the club organizer’s 
aid one subscription additional is allowed 
for every ten paid for.in a club. 


TO CANADIAN SUBSCRIBERS 

When the subscription rates for The Sun- 
day School Times for the United States were 
advanced a few years ago, the Canadian rates 
were not advanced, althqugh United States 
publications in general have long been ac- 
customed to ask their Canadian subscribers 
to meet the extra cost of the higher periodi- 
cal postage rate charged by the Canadian 
Post Office on United States publications. 

On account of war and post-war conditions, 
and the adverse rate of exchange, the sub- 
scription rates of The Sunday School Times 
for Canada were maintained at the same fig- 
ure as the rates for the United States. 

But the postage on each Canadian annual 
subscription costs the, publishers of the Times 
about 27 cents a year more than the postage on 
a subscription delivered in the United States 
while the Company receives from Canadian 
subscribers only the same amount as’ that 
paid by United States subscribers. 7 

This extra postage amounts to such a con- 
siderable figure when multiplied by the thou- 
sands of Canadian subscriptions on our list 
that, in the light of these facts, we believe 
our Canadian friends will not wish us to con- 
tinue to assume the cost of this additional 
postage, which, however, is not a large 
amount for any one subscriber, or Sunday- 
school. 

Therefore, all Canadian subscriptions are 
tiow receivable at the present rate plus 25 
‘cents for postage. That is, the Canadian 
club subscription price becomes $1.75 a year, 
and the single subscription, $2.25 a year. 


FOREIGN COUNTRIES 

The Sunday School Times will be sent to 
any of the countries embraced in the Uni- 
versal Postal Union at the above rates plus 
go cents each for foreign postage. That is: 
one copy, one year, $2.50; five or more copies, 
either to separate addresses or in a package 
to one address, $2 each per year. 


The Sunday School Times Co., Publishers, 
163i Walnut Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 
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The Young People’s 
Prayer-Meeting 
By John W. Lane, Jr. 





June 7. How Should We Invest Our Lives? 
Rom. 12:1, 2; 1 Cor. 10 : 31-33. (Consecra- 
tion meeting.) 

June 14. Leadership: Its Price and Its Re- 
wards. 2 Cor. 12: 11-21; 2 Tim. 4: 6-8. 
une 21. Life as a Hurdle Race. Heb. 12: 1-4. 
une 28. My Answer to the Missionary Chal- 

lenge. Isa. 6:8, 9; 1 Thess. 2: 8. 





Sunday, May 31 


The World’s Need — the Unfinished 
Task (Matt. 28 : 16-20) 





Mon.—A lost world (Eph. 2 : 1-9). 

Tues.—The world’s hope (Rom. 1 : 13-17). 

Wed.—A preaching church (John 17 : 
20, 21). 

Thurs.—Gentle compulsion (Matt. 22: 


I-10). 
Fri.—A world-call (Isa. 40 : 9-11). 
Sat.—Prayer for workers (Matt. 9 : 35-38). 











What is our denomination’s missionary 
program? 

What are the most needy parts of the world? 
Why? 


What can we do to help meet the world’s 
need? 


UR Scripture lesson contains the only 

commission that Christ ever gave 
to his disciples to be carried out after his 
death. Therefore, ds twentieth century 
disciples, Christians can have only one 
true missionary program, and that is to 
take the Gospel to the lost. 


that may lie at the very door of your 
own denominational mission fields, it may 
be possible for your society to undertake 
the support of a native worker or even 
of a missionary to begin work in a 
hitherto untouched field. 

One woman in Nebraska, the wife of 
a hote missionary, began with under- 
taking the support of one missionary ; 
now she is: the. channel through «which 
over sixty missionaries are provided for. 
If God can do this for one woman, what 
can he not do through a. consecrated 
young people’s society? 

Certainly one thing any society can do 


° 339 


is to pray for the untouched fields anc 
for the work in occupied lands, and in 
this be fulfilling the command of the 
Master when he said, “Pray ye therefore 
the Lord of the harvest, that he will send 
forth labourers into his harvest” (Matt. 
9: 38). w 


Is my unwillingness to serve my Master 
preventing some one from hearing about the 
Lord Jesus Christ? 


Is God waiting for me-to pray and to give 
in order’ to reach some hitherto untouched 
field? ; 


PHILADELPHIA. 








YOUR VACATION! 
Where Will You Spend It? 





and visualized by the map below; 


Eight vacation attractions promoted by The Moody Bible Institute 
offer you physical rejuvenation with spiritual refreshment. 

The Special Summer Course at the Institute in Chicago, and 

The Seven Summer Bible Conferences held throughout the country 


They are— 








The Moody Bible Institute 
of Chicago Summer Con- 
gerence points, 


















co 
Colorade Spqs,Cole 





we 

‘America prides herself on being one of 
the greatest missionary countries in the | 
world. It is interesting to note the com- 
ment of a former editor of the New Age: 
“Religiously America is suffering from 
a radical superstition. Your cult of hu-' 
manitarianism is founded on the belief: 
that goodness leads to godliness, human- ' 
ity to divinity, reformation to transfor- ' 
mation. Your stress on happiness, health, 
prosperity, and well-being is leading you 
to substitute the worship of man on earth 
for the worship of God in Heaven.” 

In face of such criticism of America, 
might it not be well to look carefully to 
the motive of our missionary enterprises? 
What are we putting first on the mission 
fields to-day, the social uplift of the 
heathen, or regeneration through the sav- 
ing power of the Lord Jesus Christ? 
Our attitude at home will be reflected in 
our work in the foreign field. Are we 
sure beyond a doubt that Christ Jesus 
is the only solution to the problems in 
both heathen and Christian lands? 


ve 


Ose we see, clearly that what the EVANGELICAL THEOLOGICAL COLLEGE 


ality or conditions, is the Lord Jesus 
Christ, we shall have no difficulty in' 
ascertaining what are the most needy | 
parts of the world. The most needy will 
be those where Christ is least known.’ 


Special Summer Conrse........ ««.-July 7-31 
Des Moines, Ia., Conference...June 14-21 
Eagles Mere, Pa. Ag July 11-20 
Cedar Lake, Ind., ‘* July 19-Aug. 2 


ee a eee 
THE MOODY BIBLE INSTITUTE, 
153 Institute Place, Chicago. 
Box S. 
Please send me iliustrated booklet con- 
cerning Special Summer Course and 
Summer Conferences. 
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Hendersonville, N. C.,Conference,July 26-Aug. 9 
Ocean City, N. J. bd Aug. 5-16 

Colorado Springs, Colo. ‘‘ 
Montrose, Pa., Ministerial Institute July 20-30 
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Aug. 16-30 


NAMB. .... 


Mee 6 2.6 &€ @ 6 SO 


STREET AND No. oe oe ae a ee ae 


CiT¥OR TOWN. ccs s o STATE. 2. c0<,0 














(AN UNDENOMINATIONAL SEMINARY FOUNDED IN 1924) 


: _ DALLAS, TEXAS 


Do you know there are large regions | 


in many lands to-day without Christ, and 
for which, as yet, no missionary program ! 
has made provision? In studying the un- ! 
touched fields, an excellent map to keep | 
before your society is “The World Map! 
of Unoccupied Foreign Mission Fields,” | 
which may be had from the Pioneer | 
Mission Agency, 80 Stafford Building, ! 
1114 Chestnut Street, Philadelphia, at $1. | 
It is a wall map, and shows in different | 
colors the unoccupied, the partially oc- 
cupied, and the nearly occupied fields. 
It would be well in this connection to 
study the work of your own denomina- 
tional mission board. If you will write 
to them they will be glad to send ample 
literature telling about their work, what 
fields have been assigned to them, and 
other helpful information. Mark off on 
your map the fields of your denomination. 


praying for the work. 
we 
Your denominational mission board is 
dependent entirely upon the gifts and ap- 
propriations that are made for the work. 
With a clear knowledge of the work that 
is being done and the untouched fields 











Lewi Chafer, Wm. M. Anderson, Jr., D.D 
DOTA Ce Gasheles sncltie 


ebelein, D.D.; B. B. Sutcliffe, H. A. Ir : be ann : 
Offers thorough theological training, introduction to the whole Bible and special training in expository 








a ae die = ae ee eS ‘ as 
FIRST YEAR’S FACULTY 
A. H. Perpetuo, A.M.; A. B. Winchester, W. I. Carroll, 


onside, Rollin T. Chafer. Others to be announced. 


preaching. High grades made by first class. Free Tuition, Dormitory’ Rooms FREE. Boarp AT Cost. 


Address THE REGISTRAR, 1519-23 Hughes ~Tircle, Dallas, Texas. 





AN INTERESTING, STARTLING, EPOCH-MAKING BOOK 


The Phantom of Organic Evolution 


‘BY GEORGE McCREADY PRICE 
Writing as a proven and accredited scientist, Professor Price demonstrates 


how inadequate and insufficient are the 


theories advanced by the protagonists of 


evolution, not only for the facts of human existence, but also for existing natural 
phenomena. A strongly reasoned argunient. 


‘Perhaps the most complete and scientific work against evolution that has been 


issued for many years.” 


$1.50 Postpaid. 
THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES Co., 


1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia 
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INVEST SAFELY TO 


BARN 642% 
with, 614% .is better than 








safe being ee ee 
» bei mort- 
on real and 
50,000 


years and may be pur- 
chased on monthly 
payments if desired. 
Write for our 
Booklet No. 12 


\ 1416 EYE F N.W. 
WASHINGTON,D.C. 
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ANNUITY BONDS 


Full information will be forwarded with- 
out obligation. Write for booklet 16 A. 


AMERICAN BIBLE SOCIETY 


BIBLE HOUSE NEW YORK 
197 SELECTIONS—20c THE COPY 


Hymns of the Living Gospel, No. 3 





Gospel a new and best 
invitation Hymns; Responsive Readings; Wee 
Services for Sabbath Schools prepared by Rav. E. H. 
BONSALL, JR., Sup't Young People’s Division Penn- 
sylvania Siate S. S. Association. High-grade but not 
expensive, $15.00 the hundred. Send for returnable 
sample. 


Mr. Superintendent ! 


Buy “ Magnificat ** for your Sunday School and your 
“musical” troubles are at an end. he “ 
Idea,” found only in “‘ Magnificat,” the ‘Orders of 
Worship,” complete with music, the 21 departments, 
the orchestration (x1 instruments), and the unequal 
collection of Songs, Hymns, and Special Selections, 
provide a storehouse of treasures.. Send for a return- 
able copy and examine it. $30.00, $35.00, $40.00, 
$45.00, according to binding. 


BALL-MACK CO., 2ist and Arch Sts,, Philadelphia 


Immanuel Bible Schoel 


SUMMER SESSION, 1925 


Registration Day, June 22. 
Term continues eight weeks. 
Co- educational. 


A camp school among the beautiful lakes and 
mountains of New Hampshire affording oppor- 
tunity for rest, study and recreation for those de- 
siring deeply spiritual atmosphere. Tutoring in 
high school subjects a specialty. 











Board and tuition for entire term $50.00. Send 
for catalog. 


MISS E. M. EVANS, Registrar, 
Rumney, New Hampshire. 








ic in coin or stamps. 
The Perry Pictures Co., 
Box 96, Malden, Mass. 


‘Lore of the Olympic Land,” $1.50 
By Mary Gay Moree, Olympic Book-Shop, 

















Indian Legends 
Puget Sound. 
Seattle, Wash. 


Nothing like it. Hymns for the Church—8o of them; | 
known favorites; | 
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For Family Worship 


By the Director of the 
| Great Commission Prayer League | 





Following the Home Daily Bible Read- 

ings on the International Uniform Sunday 

School Lessons, issued by the International 
Sunday School Committee. 


Weighty Words! 


Vy Ons that. deserve to live through 
all time were those spoken by Presi- 
dent Coolidge on March 4: “America 
seeks no earthly empire built on blood 
ar force. No ambition, no temptation, 
lures her to thought of foreign dominions. 
The legions which she sehds forth are 
armed, not with the sword, but with the 
cross, The higher state to which she 
seeks the allegiance of all mankind is not 
of human but of divine origin, She cher- 
ishes no purpose save to merit the favor 
of Almighty God.” 

The foregoing words are doubly ap- 
propriate at this time: (1) For prayer- 
ful contemplation on Memorial Day; (2) 
because of their recognition’ of the 
Church’s world-wide mission and respor- 
sibility. The Golden Text for this week 
tells us that the disciples “went forth, and 
preached everywhere.” Let this be our 
mission in the present day — world-wide 
evangelization centering around the 
Cross of Christ. 


ae 


May 25 to 31 
Mon.—Acts 68 : 14-24, Peter in Samaria. 


Simon was a sorcerer (v. 9), a deceiver 
(v. 9), a self-worshiper (v. 9), a lover of 
praise (v. 10), a mere head-believer (v. 
13), a man covetous of power for selfish 
ends (v. 19), a bribing bargainer. without 
| spiritual discernment (vs. 18 to 23); all 
these things because his heart was “not 
right in the sight of God.” Out of the 
heart are the issues of life (Prov. 4:23). 

Prayer SucGcestions: Pray for all 
to-day who are deceived and deceivers. 
Pray for the hypocritical, the double- 
minded, the unstable, the superficial. 
Pray for the backslidden, the hard of 





heart, the headstrong, the bitter and re-|: 


bellious hearted, 
Tues.—Acts 9: 32-35, Peter in Lydda. 


When Simon the sorcerer “wrought,” 
the people turned in wonder to the sor- 


led cerer’s god, himself (8: 10) ; when Simon 


the apostle wrought, the people turned in 
worship to the apostle’s God, Jehovah (v. 
|35).. Does any truly God-sent, Spirit- 
filled man ever allow himself to be wor- 
| shiped or the term “wonderful” to be 
applied to any of his “works”? 

Prayer Succestions: Pray for all 
“self-worshiping” . Christians, whether 
high or low, laymen or leaders, pastors 
or people, workers at home or workers 
| abroad. Pray that your own humility 
| may be truly that of the heart, and not 
' that of the head, a mere show. Spiritual 
| pride ts a subtle thing. a 


* Wed.—Acts 9: 36-43, Petor in Joppa. 


Peter’s ministry was varied: in Sa- 
maria, rebuking a sorcerer; in Lydda, 
healing a paralytic; in Joppa, restoring 
to life a benefactress. But though the 
ministry was varied, “one Lord” was back 
of it all, and one kind of fruit the re- 
sult of it all: believers in each case. 


Prayer Succestions: Pray for the 
Belgian Gospel Mission, for Pastor Phil- 
lippe Pallot’s church in the Channel Is- 
lands, for all Gospel evangelization in 
France, for the blessed work going on 
among German and Austrian Christians, 
for all evangelical efforts in Spain and 
Italy and Greece. 

Thurs.—1 Kings 16 : 30-39. 
An Old Testament Miracle. 

The secret of Elijah’s implicit confi- 
dence in Jehovah is revealed in the clos- 
ing clause ef verse 36: “I have done all 
these things at thy word.” The conscious- 
ness in a man’s heart that he is perfectly 
obedient to the will of God begets a faith 
serene, irresistible, unconquerable: it is 
“the faith of God.” 

Prayer Succestions: Pray for the 
coming Daily Vacation Bible Schools in 
America and elsewhere, for all swmmer 
Bible and missionary conferences, for the 








many open-air campaigns already wnder 
way, for all coming conferences of the 
Victorious Life Testimony. 


| Fri—Mark 1 : 29-34. 


The Miracle Worker at Work. 


Jesus the “Miracle Worker” was God 
incarnate, to whom miracles were no mir- 
acles; for, as Edward Young declares in 
his “Night Thoughts’: 2:2. une. 

Admit a God, that mystery supreme, ~ 

That. Cause uncaused, all other, won- 
ders cease. 

Nothing is marvelous for him to do, 

Deny him, all is mystery beside. 


Prayer Succestions: Pray for those 
who have been bereaved during recent 
months, in your church or_community. 
And not only pray, but obey the com- 
mand of James 1:27. Pray for the 
broken-hearted: everywhere. Especially 
remember all such in our Sunday School 
Times family. 

Sat.—John 20 : 24-31. The Reason for Miracles. 


Thomas’ attitude is the attitude, even 
the challenge, of multitudes: “I will not 
believe except on evidence,” and sense 
evidence at that; and God met (vs. 30 
and 31), and still meets, the challenge by 
providing even this low form of evi- 
dence; but provides also, for those who 
will accept it, a far higher evidence. (See 
John 7: 17.) 

Prayer Succestions: Re-read the In- 
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troduction above and pray earnesily for 
our Christian President and his family, 
and also for his official family, and “for 
ALL that are in authority.” Pray for 
every home, especially every bereaved 
home, in all our land. Pray for our na- 
tion, and for all nations. 


Sun.—Isaiah 55 : 1-7. Mercy Offered to All. 


‘.Money has power with man, but not 
with God. Comparatively worthless ma- 
terial things are purchased ‘with great 
amounts of money, and valued accord- 
ingly; and intellectual attainments are 
acquired by labor. But the best and high- 
est gifts of all may be had without either 
money or labor, that all who will may 
obtain. “Hear, and your soul shall live.” 
(Comp. Rom, 10: 17.) 

Prayer Svuccestions: Pray for the 
world-wide preaching of the blessed Gos- 
pel message. Pray that multitudes may 
be convicted and converted. Are sols 
being saved EVERY WEEK in your otwn 
church? Praise God for every church 
which is giving a faithful testimony “tn 
— out of season.” There are many 
such, 


Mr. Trumbull’s book, “What Is the 
Gospel?” gives the essentials of salvation 
simply and clearly (The Sunday School 
Times Company, Philadelphia, 75 cts.). 


Be sittiCom Cotta Bible Knowledge 


This Interesting Way 





soul-inspiring deliveries. 


[* the three volumes of the Scofield Bible Course of | 
the Moody Bible Institute are set forth the same 
fundamentals on which prominent ministers base their | 


At least you owe it to yourself to investigate this re- 


markable course. The Scofield Bible Courseisatreasury - | 
of exposition, definition and homiletic material. _The 
index contains 1559 topics. Its scope may be imagined. 
One minister said: ‘“The Scofield Bible Course has been 

of greater value to me than any other training I have 
received—though I spent four years in college.” 


Do This One Thing Now 
Send for prospectus outlining this and other Moody 
Bible Institute Courses. There are ten courses—a 


course for everyone, for the beginner and for the most 
advanced Christian. Thirty-nine years have been spent 


have benefited by them. Why not you? The courses 
are not sold for profit. They are non-sectarian. 


Strengthen your belief, increase your influence, grasp 
this opportunity. Choose the course you need. Check 
it on the coupon. Mail it now. 


Moody Bible Institute. 
Correspondence School 


Dept. 4505 —153 Institute Place, Chicago, lil, U.S.A. 





| 

| 

| 

| 

in their development. 32,000 students of every nation 
} 
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